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Here’s hoping you
had a great
Christmas and
New Year holiday.
With the printing
and publishing
industry being what
it is most readers
would have
received their
copies of January
2004 in December
2003 so may we
first of all take the
pleasure in welcoming you all to 2004.

Here in the UK we have been treated to
UFO sightings and bumper coverage of the
subject from both terrestrial and satellite
television channels. All the best films have
been aired, Close Encounters, Independence
Day and ET along with two of the most
objective and totally unbiased documen-
taries on the UFO subject | have ever seen.

These were the The UK's Real X-Files from
the BBC flagship history programme Time
watch and UFO Invasion, a Sci Fi channel
production. The latter was about the inci-
dent at Rendlesham forest back in 1980.
This was an edited version of a two hour
U.S Sci-Fi channel special, but, although
cut down in size, it still left the viewer with a
very positive version of events.

Not forgetting mankind’s most ambitious
journey of space exploration to date: the
investigation of Mars involving several mis-
sions. Our anticipation started on Boxing
Day when Beagle-2 entered the Martian
atmosphere.

Unfortunately at the time of going to press,
we are still waiting to hear from the craft.
Not so NASA, who have celebrated the
successful landing of the ‘Spirit Rover’, their
mobile science station. Images are being
transmitted back to earth via the craft of the
Martian surface with a quality never seen
before.

All this and more features in this our
February 2004 issue of UFO Magazine.

Russel Callaghan
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Background

Much has been published in the last 25 years about the 1947 Roswell incident since the story
re-emerged, thanks to the keen ear of Stanton T. Friedman. Whilst waiting to be interviewed
on a TV show back in the 70s, the name Major Jesse Marcel was mentioned in association
with an alleged flying saucer recovery. This caught Stan’s attention and the investigation grew

to be the most famous event in UFO history.

There was never any physical evidence though to back up the case until the story of the

crash and samples of the recovered debris were displayed by the Roswell Army Air Force
base two days after the incident. Twenty one year old photographer James Bond Johnson was
dispatched by the Fort Worth Star Telegram to attend and report - James arrived at the base
mid-afternoon and took four photographs. The names of those involved: Marcel, Ramey and
DuBose would become etched in UFO folklore forever.

Neil Morris and the Ramey Photograph Interpretation Team have conducted detailed research
on the plate negatives taken back in 1947. Their findings are intriguing...

Neil Morris

hroughout the research into the

background of the Ramey Office

Photographs one contentious

point has raised its head time
after time. Just what were the circum-
stances surrounding the so called “Press
Conference” at which the ROPs had been
taken. | say this is a contentious point
because the one person able to comment
with some authority about it, James Bond
Johnson, the person who took the pic-
tures, has consistently maintained there
was no press conference and he was the
sole press man on the scene when he
took his pictures. Can any light be shed
on all this by the photographs them-
selves? For the first time | now believe it
can.

Of the seven photographs known to exist
that were taken in Gen. Ramey’s office on
8 July 1947, only four original negatives
now survive in the University of Texas
Library’s Special Collections and it is with
these four original negatives this current
research has been mainly concerned.

The research done by the Ramey-Office
Photo Interpretation Team or RPIT has
always been a collaborative undertaking
and this current set of findings is the
result of just such collaboration. In
attempting to take accurate measure-
ments of the debris seen in the pho-
tographs, my fellow Canadian RPIT
researcher Andrew Lavoie had been able
to use computer software to produce
what is in effect a “virtual” Ramey Office
in which accurate measurements could
[-RELCHR

These have confirmed that though some
of the debris seen in the images “could”
match the size of materials used in the
ML307 Radar target, which the USAF

claimed the debris represents, there were
many other items within the debris which

did not, and cannot be resolved by refer-

ence to the ML307 target.

In one of our many transatlantic phone
discussions regarding the photographs
and the results we were getting, | men-
tioned in passing that | had a trouble-
some feeling about the “look” of some of
the images, for example when comparing
the Ramey/DuBose and Marcel images
side by side. | couldn’t quite put my finger
on what was wrong, but as a lifelong
amateur photographer “something” was-
n’t quite right about their geometry. So |
thought I'd put the question, would there
be any way Andrew’s model could actual-
ly tell us what type of lens had been used
to take the original photographs? It might
reveal something, as each camera lens
has its own set of characteristics and
these should be the same across any
number of photographs taken with that
individual lens.

Andrew loves a challenge, and after some
intensive research into the Speed Graphic
5x4 plate camera and its lenses, he came
back with a rather startling result.

In taking the four surviving negatives, his
initial findings were indicating that two
different lenses appeared to have been
used! How could this be?

We knew from long discussions with
Bond Johnson that his Speed Graphic
had only the one lens, the one his camera
was purchased with. We didn’'t know
exactly what type it was and Bond only
recalled it as a “std” type supplied with
the cameras. This could have been one of
two types in the 120-135mm range,
though a 100mm “wide field” lens was
also supplied specifically for “press use”.

LIOLOQL

Reveal A More C

Other lenses were available, from ultra
wide angle to telephoto but they were
expensive and changing a lens in the
field on a Speed Graphic was not under-
taken lightly!

Andrew’s later more thorough results
firmed up the initial indicators, the four
UTA negatives could be split into two
groups.

The pictures containing Ramey were
taken with one type of lens while the
images of Marcel indicated they were
taken with another, longer focal length
lens.

One fact Bond Johnson has maintained
as long as I've known and talked with him
is the fact that he has no recollection at
all of Marcel being present at his photo
session in Ramey’s office. He has always
assumed, as anyone would, that as the
Marcel negatives were kept together with
the Ramey negatives, and he knew for
certain he took the Ramey photos, then
he also must have taken the Marcel
images at the same time. This was a sce-
nario | myself was happy to go along
with.

But Bond had no recollection of Marcel,
and now we had stumbled on the fact that
the Marcel pictures seemed to have been
taken with a totally different lens. Here we
had a mystery, but as we probed deeper
other things also started to fall into place.

They also set the Marcel and Ramey
images apart and re-enforced the grow-
ing belief that the Marcel photographs
were not taken at Bond’s photo-session
with Gen. Ramey at around 3.15pm on
the afternoon of July eight 1947, but pos-
sibly some time later that day.

Though all the UTA negatives were taken
with ANSCO film, by examining the whole
negatives it has been possible to discov-
er that the two Marcel negatives come
from a different batch of film stock from
that used for the Ramey pair. And not
only that, the Speed-Graphic camera
used flat sheet 5”x4” film held in a double
sided film holder. The film was held in the
holder by a frame whose outline was
transferred to the negative when the film
was exposed.

Ly
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James Bond Johnson




Ramey

The two Marcel photographs were taken
in a totally different style of film-holder
from the Ramey shots, unfortunately this
is not a conclusive point in itself, as the
Star Telegram’s darkroom had a “pool” of
film holders which could be drawn upon
and they could have had a mix of the two
styles. But a further discrepancy can also
be inferred from the Marcel image film
holder markings.

The 5x4 cut film has locator notches
placed in one corner of the film sheet to
identify the type of film and, more impor-
tantly to ensure the film was loaded into
the film holder the right way.

From this, coupled with the position of
the shadows as a result of the flash, the
way in which the camera was held to take
the pictures (if it was a Speed-Graphic)
could be determined.

And the orientation of the negative notch-
es in the two Marcel images would seem
to indicate that the camera taking these
was used in one position, then rotated
180 degrees before taking the other. A
very awkward way to use the Speed-
Graphic, if that was used.

In fact this could indicate they may well
have been taken with an altogether different
camera or possibly by two different cameras.

Another piece of circumstantial evidence
also indicates that the Ramey and Marcel
negatives were not handled together but
separately at the Star Telegram. The origi-
nal Star Telegram Archive negative stor-
age envelope in which the four surviving
negatives have lived since 1947 is still
held at the UTA along with the negatives
themselves. Its log notes give us the clue.
The four negatives each have a hand writ-
ten ID number (1- 4) written on them, but
in two different styles and hands, the
Ramey’s in one, the Marcel’s in another.
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The first three envelope notes are type-
written and concern the two Ramey nega-
tives and one of the Marcel pair, the final
Marcel entry was handwritten, this possi-
bly a later addition.

It seems the negatives may have arrived
in the ST archive at different times
prompting the handwritten addition to the
envelope notes when the later arrival was
filed together with the other pictures.

A final pointer that indicates the Marcel
pictures could have been taken some
time later is to be seen in the Marcel
images themselves. In the Bettmann-
Ramey image (though not a UTA image,
its cutlines attribute it to James Bond
Johnson by name), Bond’s hat can be
seen sitting on the chair behind Gen.
Ramey. In the Marcel shots Bond’s hat
has gone.

Taken with all the other pieces of evi-
dence this to me strongly suggests the
Marcel images were taken some time

—FORT WOR1+ STAR-TELEGRAM
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after Bond Johnson had taken the Ramey
pictures, and this now raises an interest-
ing possibility.

Maybe both sides of the “was there, was-
n't there a press conference” argument
may be partially right if seen from their
own point of view. Bond Johnson has and
still maintains he was the only pressman
there at his photo session.

| believe he’s quite correct. At his session
where he took the four images of Ramey
and Ramey+DuBose he was the only
person there, he would be. He was way
ahead of the story which only appeared
on the AP wire at 3.26pm FW time, some
10 minutes after he had taken his pic-
tures, which we have timed at 3.15pm
from a shadow angle seen through
Ramey’s window in one of the pho-

tographs. A

But how did the Star Telegram get the
Roswell story before the AP? Good ques-
tion, and | can only guess at the answer.

We do know the story had been floating
around Roswell itself since Mack Brazel
told Frank Joyce about it during his
Sunday radio show on KGFL some two
days before. We also know that Lydia
Sleppy started to transmit the story to

ABC news in California probably in the
late morning of July 8 until she was A

stopped allegedly by the FBI. So we

know the story was trying to get itself out
of Roswell before the AP finally succeed-
ed at 2.26pm Roswell time that afternoon.

AP was one of the largest and widely

subscribed to news services but there

were many other wire services in opera-

tion. On checking, the Star Telegram itself

subscribed to AP, it had four dedicated

lines, but it also subscribed to another

five wire services and had a complete %
room filled with wire service teletypes. ’
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Can we say without certainty one of these
other services may not have caught wind
of what was going on in Roswell before
AP?

But we do also know of a another reason
why Bond Johnson may have had an
early and open door to Gen. Ramey’s
office. ’'m not able to go into details here,
but some time before the events of July
1947 the Star Telegram had assisted
Roger Ramey in matters totally unrelated
to the Roswell events, and as a conse-
quence, Gen. Roger Ramey really did
owe the Star Telegram a very great favour.

But what about the press conference?
Did it happen? Well, maybe... after a fash-
ion.

Jesse Marcel recalled a number of press
men and photographers taking his pic-
ture, and he said there was just that one
photo session in which he was involved,
and we have just the two Marcel original
negatives which seem to be the only pic-
tures of Marcel with the debris in Ramey’s
office. So let us assume these were taken
at his remembered photo-session. But
this was not the Bond Johnson photo-
session, for the reasons I've outlined. >



Bond was by this time probably back at
the Star Telegram processing his earlier
photos and he would be totally unaware
of any events unfolding back at FWAAF.

So could the Star Telegram have sent out
a further reporter or photographer? We
don’t believe so, the one reporter we
have spoken with who was there in the
Star Telegram’s offices that night has told
us no other reporters went back out to
FWAAF and all the material they printed
came in either over the phone, or off the
wire service teletype.

8

So if Bond Johnson or any other Star
Telegram reporter or photographer didn’t
take the Marcel pictures, how did the two
Marcel negatives end up in the Star
Telegram’s archive?

I've pondered this long and hard and then
just recently | found a possible answer
staring me in the face, prompted by Bond
Johnson'’s own recollections from that
evening.

When Bond returned from the Fort Worth

Air Base with his pictures he remembers

that by this time the story was all over the
wires and people were clambering for

more information. On his desk he found
there were a number of phone messages
from some of the wire services all asking
for pictures, he remembers wishing he’d
taken more shots than he had. It appears
that though Bond was employed by the
Star Telegram, and they had the pick of
his photos, he seems to have been at lib-
erty to sell on any remaining pictures if
he wished.

In the event, Bond must have at least sold
on one picture to the wire services; the
Bettmann Archive image was wired out
not by AP, but via INP much later that
night and, by the coding on the cutlines,
possibly from Dallas not Fort Worth. It
also seems that, and this has been con-
firmed by Bond, photo negatives could
be bought, sold or exchanged and trans-
ported across town from one paper or
news service to another when the need
arose, this by either taxi or even by bus.

Might the Marcel negatives have arrived
at the Star Telegram later that evening by
just such a deal? Bought in from some
other source, they would become Star
Telegram property and as such be filed
“later” in the archives joining the other
pictures from that story, being processed
like any other Star Telegram picture.

All this could have been arranged “over
the phone” without involving any Star
Telegram reporters or photographers, just
as our source who was there on the night
(but not involved directly with the Roswell
story) has told us.

In the end the events now indicated by
the photographs themselves seem to be
not as cut and dried as any simple pro or
anti press conference stance would have
us believe.

When Bond Johnson was in Ramey’s
office he was indeed the only photogra-
pher there, the story had yet to break into
the mainstream news media via the

2.26pm (3.26pm FW) AP wire story. Later
that afternoon, probably due to the
increasing press interest, Marcel found
himself paraded out as the guy who
recovered the “disc”, and again sometime
later Irving Newton (AAF) was put forward
as photo-fodder to re-enforce his identifi-
cation of the “disc” as nothing more than
a radar target and put the final touches to
the cover story.

In a final twist the photos also enable us
to claim that the Marcel and the Newton
photos could have been staged in close
succession. This can be inferred from the
fact that packing paper in both of these
images can be seen to be in exactly the
same position in both shots.

Yet the paper in question is not seen at all
in the earlier Ramey pictures, and a docu-
ment wallet or briefcase, seen on the
same chair in both the Ramey and Marcel
pictures, has also gone by the time the
Newton image was taken.

There is a logical flow in the way these
pieces of visible evidence appear and
disappear, so linking the images together
through time:

Ramey images > Marcel >
Newton > Hat/Briefcase >
Briefcase/packaging > packaging

We still have many blanks to fill in and
maybe some questions may never be
answered, but the quest for the full story
behind the Ramey Office Photographs
continues.

| won’t go into boring details of the math-
ematics or computer software used, I'm
sure Andrew would be
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With major contributions by: Andrew
Lavoie, Dieppe. NB. Canada.

Neii Morris, Manchester. UK. Jan 2004.
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investigators, Thomas J. Carey

and Donald R. Schmitt
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all UFO cases |
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perspective, from that of the witnesses.

From the
military, the
press, to the
civilians
involved, we
el Witness”
= how their
testimonies overlap and all tell of the
same spectacular event.
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From chapters
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Will Be Killed”, to

“The Government
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amazed at the personal experiences of
these brave “witnesses”.
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“This 56 page full colour
magazine style publication
contains a wealth of new
information and never before
seen photographs. Well written
and well presented this is a
worthy addition to any UFO
researcher or enthusiast’s
collection.”

Russel Callaghan, UFO Magazine, UK




he two consultants on the programme,
Dr. David Clarke and Andy Roberts, are
sceptical UFO researchers and Andy in
particular is often quite aggressive in his
views on various Internet message boards. As
such, although one shouldn’t judge a pro-
gramme like this in advance of seeing it, the
expectations were not great that the subject of
British Ufology would be treated impartially.

Not only was the subject looked at in a neutral
and fair light, but

in flying saucers, Sir Peter had been invited to a
flat in central London where he was introduced
to Janus, and became convinced that Janus
was of extraterrestrial origin. Clarke believes
that Sir Peter was set up by British intelligence
as a means of finding out just what the Prince
was up to and whether he himself might be a
threat to National security. It’s an interesting
and worthwhile theory but difficult to accept as
it doesn’t take a great deal of thought to imag-
ine the consequences if the plan had been rum-
bled. Heads

such was the bal-
ance of the pro-
gramme that it was
perfectly possible
afterwards for both
Believers and
Sceptics to claim
“victory”.

There was no bias,
no attempt to rub-
bish witnesses and
everybody had a fair
say. There was one
statement towards
the end of the programme which did raise an
eyebrow and that was when the narrator
claimed that the end of the Cold War marked
the end of flying saucers. This remark puzzled
me and | wondered if Clarke and Roberts were
happy having this statement attached to a pro-
gramme they had been involved with. They both
assured me they were but that the statement
should be looked at within the context of their
own views on the subject, namely that sightings
are often caused by the World political situation
or newspaper scare stories and the general cul-
ture of the day.

Probably the strongest case presented was the
Swiney/Crofts sighting from 1952, A trainee
pilot and his instructor saw three discs while
out on an exercise. The principle points were
the quality of the witnesses and the clarity
and strength of their testimony. Absolutely no
attempt was made to debunk them.

This will have caused some confusion to the
non-partisan viewer as the programme swept
from an apparently strong case like this ”_,/
to various experts who wrote off UFO g
sightings as being down
to psychological/socio-
logical factors. But with
no attempt made to dis-
credit any sightings, the
viewer would have been
inclined to believe the
witnesses, and the scep-
tical viewpoint faltered.

Sir Peter

David Clarke put forward a fasci- h
nating explanation for the Janus I(ors ey
case involving Sir Peter Horsley,

an Equerry to Prince Phillip. Acting

on the Prince’s very keen interest -

10 L

Dr. David Clarke and Andy Roberts

would have
rolled, possibly
literally!

The programme’s
run through on
Rendlesham
was fascinating
though brief. It
stood out for
one factor alone
and that was the
complete
absence of any
mention of the
Orfordness Lighthouse. This is the favourite and
most touted explanation offered by the debunk-
ing brigade as a way of explaining Rendlesham
and the lights seen in the forest but it was
never mentioned and as such, at least as far as
this programme was concerned, the case for
Rendlesham was only strengthened. Apparently
it was all down to American hysteria because of
Russia’s recent invasion of Poland and the
outbreak of hostilities in Afghanistan.

Both Nick Pope
and Andy and Dave
were excellent on
screen and
accredited them-
selves well.

Dave and Andy’s
averred intent was ‘
to try to give a fair

and unbiased view

of British Ufology

and in my opinion

they unquestion-

ably succeeded.

More of the same

please gents! The hoped
for and predicted audience
prior to transmission was
in excess of three million
but | read at least one
somewhat negative pre-
view (Daily Telegraph)
beforehand. | do hope that
didn’t put people off, as
this deserved as wide an
audience as possible.

Swiney

BRITAIN'S X FILES /

BBC 2 Timewatch. Friday, January 9, 2004

Enterprise Orhs?

Please have a look at this video clip
from a recent episode of ‘Star Trek
Enterprise’.

If you look over Captain Archer’s shoul-
der at the starry background visible
through the window you can see what
look like ‘Orbs’. The effect is definitely
beyond the actor as he physically
blocks it from view when he moves in
front of the window.

This suggest to me that they are not in
fact ‘Orbs’ but an effect caused from the
out of focus lights used to create the
star field.

| have sent a copy of the tape to Paul
France as | would like a professional’s
opinion on this.

Crofts

o B

Lee Nichols, Essex

What we see in the shot is the effect caused by
an out of focus light source. This can be created
on most cameras or camcorders by slightly de-
focussing an image or a street light against a

dark sky or maybe a night shot of aircraft lights.

According to ‘Orb’ researchers though the phe-
nomenon appears in photographs where there
was no known light source.

Russel Callaghan

UFO OVER ROSARIO-
ARGENTINA

This UFO was seen on Saturday,
December 27, between 1:00 and 1:30
a.m. in the “El Patio de la Madera” sec-
tor of the city of Rosario. The luminous
object travelled from west to east at a
speed similar to that of an airliner.

Upon seeing the object, the eyewitness
ran for his camcorder but couldn’t find a
free tape, so he chose not to waste any
more time and used his digital camera.

Rosario is less than 60 km distant, in a
straight line, from the city of Victoria in the
province of Entre Rios, which is famous for
sightings that involve lights similar to the one
shown in the photos below. The witness
states that a fisherman recognized the object
and said that it was identical to others that he
had seen in the past over the same area.

SOURCE: Planeta UFO, January 6, 2004




By Gary Heseltine
The PRUFOS Police Database
n 25 November 2003, |
received an email from a
man who claimed to have
seen strange lights over the
sea at Fleetwood in Lancashire whilst
out night fishing with a group of friends on
Saturday 22 November 2003.

The next day he emailed me again apologiz-
ing for the fact that he'd just realised that |
investigated only police officer sightings.

However, a couple of days later on a chance
visit to the offices of UFO Magazine, Russ
Callaghan said, “Come and have a look at this
footage”.

What unfolded before my eyes was arguably
the most important night footage ever record-
ed. But not only that, Russ explained that the
footage was recorded over Fleetwood,
Lancashire on Saturday 22 November 2003!

PLAY

A Significant Event PART ONE

The Fleetwoo
Witness Testimonies

witnesses) and the unearthing of an
amazing and previously unreported
sighting in Ireland in 1979. (1 plan to
do a little bit more research before
publishing his account. Hopefully
this will appear in Part Two).

Given my job as a working Detective, | inter-
viewed the witnesses in much the same way
as | would do for any crime. At no time did | get
the impression that any of the witnesses were
perpetrating an elaborate hoax. Al information
appeared to be the genuine ‘free recall’ of events.

It should be pointed out that none of the wit-
nesses realised there was video evidence of
the sighting.They gave their information to me
without that knowledge and in my opinion this
adds greatly to the credibility of their testi-
monies. What follows are those testimonies
based upon my telephone conversations with
each of the witnesses.

-0:05:32
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| said to Russ, “I've got witnesses to that.” We
checked his list of known witnesses and we
realised that my contact represented corrobo-
ration from another independent source. Not
only that, my source indicated that there were
at least six other independent witnesses who
could be traced and interviewed.

Given the quality of the video footage |
realised the potential significance of this sight-
ing and decided to investigate it. What follows
is an account over a two week period.

My investigation would lead me to seven other
people (plus links to another three potential
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During the hours of 7-11pm on Saturday 22
November 2003, my friends and | saw what
appeared to be six UFOs in the sky. From
the beach they were in the Eastern part of
the sky and appeared to be extremely high
(much higher that any commercial aircraft).

At first the six objects were in a straight
vertical line, but they soon split up and
from their movements it was very clear
that they were not normal civil aircraft.

One of the witnesses has worked for British
Aerospace for many years and could not
explain all the movements of the objects.

At one point there was a triangle of three
whilst the other three appeared to join up.

This was witnessed for 10 - 15 minutes
before the craft simply faded away.

| also know that other people in the local
area saw the same thing that night, and
although | remain sceptical, | do believe |
saw something very strange.

| Witness B

| was on the beach at Fleetwood with a
group of four other night fishermen and
two teenagers. It would be around 9 -
9.30pm when one of the group spotted
six orange lights overhead. We all
looked at the lights and initially put
them down to shooting stars but as we
watched their positions changed in the
sky and we realised it couldn’t be that.

We all knew we were watching some-
thing strange. None of us had ever seen
anything quite like them before.

We watched them for about 15 - 20 min-
utes until the lights gradually blinked a
few times and faded away. There was no
noise associated with the lights and
they appeared to be at a high altitude.

| don't know what they were but | can
tell you that they were not aircraft, bal-
loons, helicopters, natural phenomena
etc. As night fishermen we are all used
to looking at lights in the sky and these
objects did not resemble anything like
them.

B G & &
A

| was night fishing with several of my friends
on the beach at Fleetwood. We'd got there
around 7pm and spread out at close prox-
imity to each other along the shore.
Around 9 - 10pm one of the lads said,
“Look at those lights” and we all looked up
at them. | saw six orange lights low on the
horizon which were rising vertically into
the sky. The lights were stacked vertically.

As they rose higher the six lights broke up
into two groups of three. They sort of
made an L shape in the sky for a time. |
would estimate the length of this event as
being in the region of 15 - 25 minutes.

Gradually the lights began to blink on and
off before completely fading away. | don't
know what they were but they were defi-
nitely not planes, helicopters, balloons etc.

There was little wind and it was cold but
not freezing.

When | got home | remember telling my
wife about them and at first she thought |
was pulling her leg but soon realised | was
serious.

(I spoke with his wife who confirmed his
excited manner upon his return from fish-
ing that night and she stated quite clearly
that her husband had been a little bit
‘spooked’ by the incident. In police terms
this is often referred to as ‘evidence of
early report’. This is especially true in sex-
ual cases, and is useful anecdotal informa-
tion that often tends to corroborate an event.)
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(ex Army Guardsman)
| was with a group of four friends night
fishing on the beach at Fleetwood. There
were also a couple of young teenage lads
with us, they were a little away from us fur-
ther up the shore.

It would be around 9pm when one of the
lads told us to look up at some lights in the
sky. When | did so, | saw six orange lights
in a vertical stack rising slowly and verti-
cally into the night sky. They appeared to
be equally spaced.

As we watched | saw that the six lights
divided into two groups of three. Three
lights went to the left of the other three.

The UFOs appeared to be at high altitude
and seemed to be heading inland in the
direction of Blackpool Tower.

| watched these lights for approximately 10
- 15 minutes in duration until they gradually
blinked a few times and disappeared. | can
definitely rule out any conventional expla-
nation. They were not planes, helicopters,
natural phenomena etc.There was no noise
heard at any time.

| do not know what they were but they were
very odd. I've never been interested in the
subject of UFOs but after the events on
Saturday 22 November | would have to say
that | now have an open mind as to their
possibility.




(current Aerospace expert with over
20 years experience)

On Saturday 22 November 2003 | was on
the beach at Fleetwood with some friends
fishing at the sea cadet base at the top of
Beach Road. The time was about 8pm and
the weather was clear with no cloud cover
and little or no wind. Out to sea you could
faintly see the northern lights.

When we noticed the first of the lights it
was twice if not three times brighter than
any of the stars or aircraft lights in the sky
at the time. The light came up from the
horizon from behind the sea cadet base in
the direction of Garstang.

The light rose in the sky at a slow steady
rate followed by five similar lights. These
lights were perpendicular until all six were
visible. Then the top three lights moved at
the same pace but went off at an angle of
about 30 degrees, they then formed up into
a triangular shape.

At this point they were about twice the
height of commercial airliners as you see
the anti-collision lights on some aircratt. |
would estimate there height at between 60-
80,000 feet.

When the two sets of lights had formed up
they moved across the sky from right to
left over the next 10 - 15 minutes covering
an angle of about 120 degrees.

At this point they stopped and the forma-
tions changed, seeming to rotate about
each other. After a while some of the lights
started to fade into the distance as if they
were heading away from us. This carried
on until there was only one light left; this
then stayed on for a little while longer
before fading itself.

The lights were not aircraft, balloons,
flares, or natural phenomena and were def-
initely anomalous. | have never seen any-
thing like it in all my years of working with-
in the aviation industry.

| believe that some of the commercial air-
craft in the area at the time could have

seen the same
lights we saw.

There was no
noise associat-
ed with any of
the lights.

| am aware of
a group of
other night
fishermen
who may
have wit-
nessed the
same
unidentified
lights.

(16years old)

| was with my friend who is the same age

as me. We were on the beach at Fleetwood

about 100-200 metres away from the older
people we were fishing with.

I'm not sure of the time but it was on

Saturday night. We'd been there for a while
when | noticed some lights in the night sky.

| told my friend to look at them and he did.
| looked up and saw six lights that were

red or purple in colour. At first we thought
they must be stars but the lights kept chang-

ing position.

We watched them for about 5 - 10 minutes
before they faded away.

(Incidentally, | spoke to his mother, prior to
speaking to her son, and she confirmed
that when he had got home he had told her
about the lights he had seen. He was very
excited and insisted that he was being
truthful. Once again this is evidence of
‘early report’ which tends to add credence
to the account given by her son.)

(16 years old)

| was on the beach at Fleetwood with my
friend. We were a short distance away
from a group of older night fishermen. It
was Saturday night around 9.30pm when
my friend drew my attention to a group of
five or six orange lights high in the sky
above us. The lights kept changing posi-
tion.

I think | watched them for 15 - 20 minutes
before they moved away. | have no idea
\what the lights were.
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| Witness H_

(Civil Servant)

| watched them for several minutes
before they headed off in the direction of

Fleetwood.

| was night fishing
with two friends at the
top of Red Bank Road
on the Promenade at
Bispham, a few miles
south of Fleetwood.
We'd arrived there
about 7pm and it was
around 8.45pm when

| noticed several
lights in the sky out at
sea. §

It was a clear night
with lots of stars and
we initially thought
they were shooting
stars but soon ruled
that out when they
kept moving and they

_{ There was no
| noise associat-

4 (When asked if
| they were air-

“| quick to rule out
:| conventional
explanations.

‘| At that point |

The colour of
the lights was a
mixture of yel-

lows and blues.
Fleetwood.

craft etc. he was

remained visible.

mately 3 - 4 unidentified lights.

At one point one of the lights seemed to
‘dive’ down lower into the sky which was
unusual. | believe there were approxi-

the lights before and to my surprise he
said. “Yes”. What emerged is an excep-
tional sighting in its own right which I will |
reveal in the next issue of UFO |

Magazine.)

asked him if he
had ever seen
anything like

=

UFOs spotted
over Huddersfield

Twinkling Christmas stars may
have been replaced by UFOs
over Huddersfield.

Shocked pensioner Malcolm
Stapp is adamant he saw a
couple of flying saucers in the

night sky.

Mr Stapp, 74, of Salendine
Nook, said: “It sounds incredi-
ble | know, but | couldn’t
believe what | was seeing.”

He had been watching a film
on TV and was going to bed at
12.30am on Monday when he
saw a bright light in the sky.

He said: “It was stationary
over Huddersfield for at least
15 minutes. At one point
another appeared travelling
north and going very fast - a
lot faster than the jets that fly
over here.

“It was certainly not a heli-
copter or a plane.”

He added: “Both UFOs were
globular with lots of lights on
them.

% UFO Sightings and Experiences

“| tried to look at the stationary
one through binoculars, but it
was just a blur of intense
lights. | watched it for 15 min-
utes and it was still there when
| went to bed.

“I've never seen anything like it
before.”

PC Dave McSweeney, of
Huddersfield police, said that
they had received no other
reports of sightings of UFOs in
the early hours of Monday.

Gary Taylor writes...

This photograph was taken in
the Miles Platting district of
Manchester on 29 December
2003. My wife and | were driving
in the car when | asked her to
stop while I took a photo of the
sun setting. The picture was
taken through the windscreen
with a Finepix A202, 2 million
(fine) setting. It was when |
looked at the picture that |
noticed an aerial object to the left
of the shot.....as to what it is |
haven't a clue. Maybe you can
shed some light on it? It doesnt
look like a bird? I didnt notice
anything when | took the shot.

Pam Davey, Stourbridge writes...

As you have been publishing arti-
cles on ‘Orbs’ during the last two
or three months, | thought that you
may be interested in a sighting we
had during a skywatch in June
2003. | am a member of UFORM
(UFO Research Midlands). Myself
and a number of other people
were on Hartlebury Common,
Stourport, Worcs. It was around
11pm, the sky was still dusky
when we saw an “orb” travelling
from south to north, fairly quickly.

In Part Two,
footage is potentially so significant in order to
justify such a claim.

Conclusions

On Saturday 22 November at least 10 wit-
nesses observed a number of unidentified
lights high above the Fleetwood area.

This is corroborated by the recording of a 10
minute video sequence that clearly shows six
lights moving in close formations above

The UFOs were seen from at least three differ-
ent geographical locations.

The UFQOs, as described by the witnesses and
recorded by the video images, do not lend
themselves to any conventional or natural
explanation.

The analysis of the footage will be in Part Two
of this feature.

However from my point of view, after having
had the opportunity to see the footage several
times, | believe that it is arguably the best
UFO night footage ever recorded that is in
the public domain anywhere.

| will explain why | think the

Gary Heseltine
The PRUFQS Police Database

It was not very ’{WWW 4
high above ﬂphs
ground level,

approximately 40

feet, and it was dimly lit, like a low
wattage light bulb. We watched it
travel horizontally for about 40 -
50 feet, for 3 - 4 seconds and sud-
denly it was gone. Then to our sur-
prise another one came along,
travelling exactly the same dis-
tance and then it too was gone. It
was a very exciting experience.
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See something

and report it...

Tamworth hased prototype development
engineer Tony Lenton spotted the following
report in his local paper The Tamworth
Herald (www.tamworthherald.co.uk)

and sent it to UF0 Magazine.

Did anyone
else see this
‘UFO’?

This was the question posed
by a bemused Tamworth res-
ident whose name and
address are known to the
newspaper.

[ was walking my dog last
Monday moring (I Dec
2003) at about lam. I was
just passing the back of the
local vets by Stanhope House
car park when my dog start-
ed to bark and look upwards.

Comment
I find this report similar to
the‘Fleetwood Lights’ sight-
ed of last November.

Futhermore [ can reveal that
over the Christmas holidays
Joanne England who filmed
and photographed the lights
in Fleetwood along with her
family and a street full of
witnesses, has recently dis-
covered that a local resident
had informed a local shop-
keeper in conversation that
she had seen the objects on
the night they were filmed.

They were not airborne as

such but hovered just a few
feet above the ground over
some common land visible

from her kitchen window.

At first [ saw nothing, but he
continued to bark and
wouldn’t move which made
me stand still. What [ saw
next is a mystery. ‘My god
it’s a big bubble, were my
first thoughts.” I was about
25 yards away from it and
what [ saw was approxi-
mately 2 ft across, transpar-
ent with two central bright
lights inside it, it just seemed
to be floating, travelling
around 10-15 mph and less
than 20 feet up. It was silent.
It just seemed to roll, chang-
ing shape as it moved but
the lights remained in the
centre.

The request published in the
paper encouraged other resi-
dents to respond.

Like your reader, I went to get my
dog from the garden because he
was barking to come in as I stepped
outside | saw this large something
glowing and moving slowly across

the sky. It appeared to be completely

orange in colour and totally silent
ruling out an airplane or helicopter.

[ called my daughter to come and
see, and we both watched the craft
until it was just a dot on the hori-
zon.

Friends thought we had lost it when
we told them what we saw but my
daughter and I know it was no ordi-
nary aircraft. It was indeed an
unidentified flying object.

I hoped someone might write to the
Herald and I'm glad they did.

I live in the Amington area and
would be interested to know if any-
one else observed this object.

Patrick Simpson Polesworth.

I personally had a strange experi-
ence on Tuesday 9 December 2003.
I was also walking my dog (I work
evenings) I was in Sandy Park
near Abbey Green Flats in
Polesworth and I was looking up at
the sky when suddenly something
moved into my vision.

It was a clear sort of bubble object
with greenish lights in the centre. |
could only describe it as a sort of
plasticine glass coloured ball as it
seemed to change shape from
round to oval as it moved, I would
say it was about three or four feet
in diameter.

It moved quite slowly at first and
then sped off towards the river.

My dog didn’t bark but he did
stand still in his tracks.

John Freeman E Mail

I am a farmer in the Tamworth
area and over the last three months
I have borne witness to strange
sphere like objects hovering over
my fields. There are usually three
or four of them and they seem to
dance around each other, usually
in the early hours of the morning.

I hope someone will be able to shed
light on this issue.

Chris Pratchett EE Mail

I work nights on the Lichfield
Road Industrial Estate, I went out-
side for a smoke around 2.00am, |
was looking at the stars when one
of them seemed to get brighter and
lower in the sky. It was spherical
but I can’t be sure of its size. It was
transparent and had a greenish
glow coming from the centre. |
stood mouth open watching this
strange object move slowly across
the night sky. Suddenly, without
warning it shot off again as if
going back to the stars.

I told my work colleagues but 1
don’t think any of them believed
me, maybe now when they read
this they will realise I am no fruit-
cake.

Name and address supplied

Comment

Could these phenomena
be connected? Could all
the sightings be of the
same craft or crafts
observed on separate
days? If this is the case
then we seem to be in the
middle of a ‘UFO flap’. It’s
thanks to witnesses like
these who know they
have seen something
unusual, and have the
mind to report and
respond to others asking
for information and then
thanks to keen reporters
on local newspapers for
getting their editors to
publish such stories.

If four or five individuals
have reported seeing
these strange unidentified
objects, then one has to
wonder how many others

saw something but thought

better of making their ob-

servations known. Perhaps

we will never know.

Stories like these should
be of great interest to
both the public and to the
authorities. Perhaps if
they were published in a
straight forward manner
as with the Tamworth
Herald’s report and not
spiced up or branded into
the ‘Wacky World of UFOs’
(such is the label given to
the BBC Time Watch pro-
gramme aired earlier this
month) then readers and
witnesses alike should be
able to give this subject
the respect and investiga-
tion it deserves.

Russel Callaghan
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SWAMP GAS REVISITED

This article explores one of the most famous UFO cases in U.S. history, namely the ‘Swamp
Gas’ sightings in March of 1966, in the state of Michigan. | have recently rediscovered in my
UFO files a long buried, previously unpublished police report that gives the facts on what was
seen and heard by a group of people, which included at least a dozen police officers, on the
night of March 20.

This police report is discussed and analysed and it becomes evident that the dozens of
people who witnessed this event saw something other than swamp gas that night in Dexter,
Michigan. The role of J. Allen Hynek is detailed. At that time he was the United States Air Force

(USAF) “Front Man” for UFO investigations, and the one who offered up the swamp gas explanation. But Hynek, the
debunker, would do a complete reversal and eventually go on to become the modern day “grandfather of Ufology”.

What actually spurred me to write this article
was that picture on pages 8-9 of your
January, 2002 issue (Vol. 21, No. 2J). | had
not previously seen it and it certainly caught
my eye.

| recognized the standing man as Allen
Hynek, someone | have met, conversed with,
and been a part of his UFO organization, The
Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS). The caption
read, ‘J. Allen Hynek (standing)”. | looked at
the unidentified man seated next to the stand-
ing Hynek and suddenly realised that | also
knew him. It was Doug Harvey, the former
Sheriff of Washtenaw County, Michigan.

| checked the photo more closely for clues
as to its date of origin. The calendar,
posted just to the left of
Sheriff Harvey, shows

the year as 1966,
and the month

to be March.

i o

J. Allen Hynek (standing) and Sheriff Harvey
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| quickly scanned the remainder of the article,
“Working Towards An End”, in hopes of find-
ing reference to the photo but there was no
additional information. March, 1966, a well
known time in U.S. UFO history, and one that |
was most familiar with, immediately came to
mind.

In reflecting upon all of this | recalled a police
report that had been buried in my disorgan-
ised UFO files for over a quarter of a century
which pertained directly to the Dexter case.

The report was obtained from a friend of mine
who had access to police reports. Knowing
of my intense interest in UFOs and the so
called “Swamp Gas” case of
1966, she had dug into

' records and successfully

& rooted out the report
b, detailed herein.

.....

It was in March of 1966, that a flurry of UFO
reports erupted in Michigan.

Two sightings in particular attracted national
media attention. The one this article will focus
on took place on the night of March 20, 1966,
near Dexter, Michigan. It was one of a few U.S.
UFO cases focused upon in the recent first
time broadcast of the documentary “Out of
the Blue” on the Sci-Fi Channel. The other
occurred the very next night at Hillsdale
College, about 60 miles away, and involved
dozens of co-eds as well as the area’s Civil
Defense Director.

Why these two particular UFO stories soon
became front page news across the country,
no one seems to know. After all, there had
been other U.S. UFO “flaps” in other places
that went relatively unnoticed by the media.
But in the Michigan cases it was different.
Maybe it was because the police were eye
witnesses in the Dexter case or because
there were so many witnesses in the Hillsdale
case. Maybe it was because the USAF
became entwined in the situation and sent a
representative (Dr. Hynek) to Michigan to find
out exactly what it was that so many people
had seen and couldn't identify. Whatever the

__reason, these UFO events enthralled the
. media and a circus like atmosphere ensued
for several weeks afterward.

The Sheriff’s
Department Report

The following report, when quoted, is verba-
tim and includes original spelling, punctua-
tion and grammatical errors.

The report is dated March 20, 1966. The
nature of the complaint was listed as UFO.

The time that the call was received at the
Sheriff's Department was listed as 8:30pm.

The assigned officers were Deputies
McFadden and Fitzpatrick in Car #34 and
they received the assignment at 8:35pm.

The details of the complaint are as follows:
“Comp.(complainant) called and stated that
there was a strange object in the swamp at
the end of McGinnis Rd. It was on the ground,
went up in the air about 500’ (feet) and came
down making a lot of noise.”

The “INVESTIGATION” portion of the report
briefly states that the officers arrived at the
location and made contact with the complain-
ing party, namely Frank Manner (correct
spelling is Mannor) and his son Ronald of
10600 McGinnis Rd.

They “advised that an un-identified object was
presently in the swamp, to the rear of afore
mentioned location, and had been so located
for approximately () one-half hour. Complainant
further related that the object had been
observed to rise to an altitude of approxi-
mately 500 Feet, and then to return to the
ground. Subject stated that lights were
observed upon the object, and that the light-
ing turned from a blue green to a brilliant red
to a yellow in coloring. Object had appeared to
be having difficulty in getting off of the ground.”

The report then cites “ACTION TAKEN” by the
two deputies. Briefly, the two officers, along
with the senior Mannor, got into the patrol car
and drove to a point where they were on the
other side of the swamp and “where a van-
tage point was obtained, being in direct line
with the house, and the area of the object’s
observation. At this point, the patrol vehicle
was secured, and the afore mentioned pro-
ceeded into the woods, in an attempt to
locate the swamp edge, and the object.”

The report continued:

“While in the woods area, a brilliant light was
observed from the far edge of the woods, and
upon approaching, the light dimmed in bril-
liance. As the afore mentioned approached
the upper ridge, and edge of the woods, the
Brilliant light again appeared, and then disap-

peared. A continued search of the area was
conducted, through swamp, and high grass,
with negative resuilts...

“Upon returning to the patrol vehicle, the
undersigned officers were met by others who
had gathered to observed, and the under-
signed officer were informed that one of the
objects had been hovering directly over the
area where our flashlight beams had been
seen, and had departed in a West Direction of
flight, at high rate of speed.”

Next the police report describes the talk the
officers had with the witnesses:

TALK WITH FRANK MANNER: FRANK MAN-
NER stated that he had observed the lights
comming from the swamp, and had
awakened his son, RONALD. BOTH MAN-
NERS then proceeded into the swamps in an
attempt to find out the object which was
producing the light. Upon entering the lower
edge of the swamp, RONALD stated “what is
that thing”, and as FRANK MANNER looked
in the direction indicated, the object was
observed.

At the instant of observation the small lights
went out, and in just an instant, re-appeared
across the swamp, a distance of about 500
Yards. At this time, the object became illumi-
nated from a brilliant source of light, which
flowed horizontal between the two small
lights. After watching the object for a couple
of minutes, the rays of light from two flash-
lights were observed from the ridge above
the object. The light from the object intensi-
fied, then went out, and a whistle simular to
the sound of a Rifle bullet Ricochet was
heard, and the object passed directly over the
MANNERS in just an instant.

The report gives a “DESCRIPTION OF
OBJECT”. Here a very specific description is
noted and it was obvious to me that it was not
one of swamp or marsh gas:

“Object was observed to be of a brown color-
ing, appearing to be Quilted type outside sur-
face. Object appeared to be flat upon the
bottom, and cone shaped toward the top,
however, being low in height. Two small lights
appeared to be at the outer edges of the
object, glowing in a bluish-green light, and
intensifing to a brilliant red in color. When the
vehicle or object illuminated, the lighting was
a yellow-white in color, and ran horisontal
between the two outer light, allowing some
the object to be viewed. Outer body appeared
to be rough in texture.”

The persons listed as viewing the object are
“FRANK MANNER” and “RONALD MANNER”
with respective dates of birth as 5 January
1919 and 28 January 1947.

The report ends with the sighting of several
other UFOs in nearby communities:

“FURTHER UFO SIGHTED: Shortly after the
UFO was departed from the scene, CHELSEA
POLICE DEPARTMENT reported sighting a
simular object over the Village of Chelsea,

Washtenaw County Sheriff's Department
Report, March 20, 1966
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hovering, and then departing at high rate in a
Westerly Direction.” (note: Chelsea is a small
community about 15 miles from the original
site where the Mannors lived.)

“A further sighting of Simular Bluish-green
lights was reported near the woods and swamp,
North Side of N. Territorial Road, between
Scully Rd., and Webster-Church Road, in
Webster Twp., County of Washtenaw, by
Washtenaw County Sheriff Patrol #19, howev-
er, when attempt was made to get closer,
lights disappeared and were not observed
again. Further Search of the area was made
with negative results.”

The report ends with the following: “DISPOSI-
TION: FURTHER INVESTIGATION AND
SEARCH OF THE AREA WAS MADE WITH
NEGATIVE RESULTS. STATUS: OPEN:”

In closing the reportreads, “Respectfully
Submitted, Dep. Fitzpatrick/McFadden” and is
signed by David G. Fitzpatrick, the officer who
wrote the report.

Deputy David Fitzpatrick took several pictures
in several different locations of strange lights.
All of the pictures were taken at or around the
time of the swamp gas episode. All were
night photos and show little more than blurbs
of light against a dark background. »
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Why It Wasn’t Swamp Gas

Several key factors in the Sheriff's report indi-
cate something was observed other than
swamp or marsh gas, which the press later
latched onto as the basic explanation for the
series of sightings.

In legend and folklore a real but rare phenom-
enon has been referred to as marsh gas, jack-
o-lantern, will-o’-wisp, and fox fire. It is caused
by decaying vegetation and consists mainly of
methane. Sometimes it can ignite and float
just above the surface casting a flickering
type of light, with or without faint crackling or
popping noises. It is my understanding that
such a gaseous display stays close to the sur-
face of the ground or water and cannot attain
much height. Swamps or marshes are ideal
places for this rather unusual and natural dis-
play of nature. This writer has never seen it
despite having lived close to a wetland for
over 30 years.

Clearly swamp gas was not a feasible expla-
nation for the Dexter sightings. The

Sheriff’s report states that the object “was on
the ground, went up in the air about 500’ (feet)
and came down making a lot of noise.” Swamp
or marsh gas does not attain heights of 500
feet and does not make “a lot of noise”.

It was reported also that “a whistle similar to
the sound of a rifle bullet ricochet was heard
and the object passed directly over the
Manners in just an instant. Swamp or marsh
gas does not display this kind of capability.

=3

For those not familiar with Dr. Hynek, he
was born in 1910. He earned a PhD in
astrophysics from the University of
Chicago in 1935. Hynek became involved
with a variety of U.S. government projects
over the years that were related to space
exploration.

For instance, he was asked to work with
Project Sign in the late 1940s, the USAF
group which looked into UFO reports.
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What's more, the term
“object” is used no less
than ten times in the
Sheriff’s report and the
term “vehicle” is used
once in describing the
sighting. It's hard to
believe that police officers,
who were also witnesses in
this particular case, would
call a gaseous substance
an “object” as well as a
“vehicle”.

The report describes,
“Object was observed to be
of a brown coloring...Quilted
type outside surface...flat
upon the bottom...cone
shaped toward the top...rough
in texture.”

Also mentioned are bluish-
green, brilliant red, and yellow
white lights, and “two small
lights appeared to be at the
outer edges of the object”. One
of the principal witnesses in this
case, Frank Mannor, became
dismayed at the swamp gas
explanation focused upon by the
press and said: “I spent time on
army maneuvers in the swamps
of Louisiana during World War II.
I've seen plenty of swamp gas.
This wasn’t it.”(1)

Thew ¥
otd

S

uc

Domestic

As director of the MacMillan Observatory at
Ohio State University, Hynek was asked to
examine reports and note those that could be
misidentifications of astronomical bodies
such as planets and stars. He worked with
Project Moonwatch whereby he organized
amateur astronomers to assist in tracking
satellites.

In March, 1952, Project Blue Book came into
being as a new and upgraded government
UFO investigative group. Its headquarters
would eventually be at Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base in Dayton, Ohio. Hynek began an
association with Blue Book as a scientific
consultant and he continued to
that end until Blue Book was dis-
banded in 1969. In that year the
U.S. government proclaimed that
it would no longer investigate
reports of UFOs and that UFOs
were not a threat to the nation’s
security.

Early in his career Hynek was a

non-believer and sceptic

regarding the UFO phenome-
non. In his own work, The Hynek UFO Report
(1977), he noted:

“I had started out as an outright ‘debunker,’
taking great joy in cracking what seemed at
first to be puzzling cases. | was the arch
enemy of those ‘flying saucer groups and
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enthusiasts’ who very dearly wanted UFOs to
be interplanetary. My own knowledge of those
groups came almost entirely from what |
heard from Blue Book personnel: they were
all ‘crackpots and visionaries’. It was useless
to remonstrate with the staff of Blue Book per-
sonnel; it would have been a clear-cut case of
‘fighting City Hall’.”(2)

However, by the late 1960s, Hynek had begun
to lobby for science to take a closer, more
detailed look at the UFO phenomenon. He
noted that not all UFO reports could easily be
explained away by conventional means, and
that there was room for an objective study of
this type of phenomenon. He noted in The
Hynek UFO Report:

“My transformation was gradual but by the
late sixties it was complete. Today | would not
spend one further moment on the subject of
UFOs if | didn’t seriously feel that the UFO
phenomenon is real and that efforts to investi-
gate and understand it, and eventually solve
it, could have a profound effect, perhaps even
be the springboard to a revolution in
mankind’s outlook on the universe.”(3)

But before Hynek would make that final break
with the established party line he would face
what was probably the most humiliating expe-
rience of his life and that experience would
make Hynek the butt of jokes, cartoons, and
articles.
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The Ann Arbor News, in a publimﬁoﬁ entitled

Da Nang attacked

- "=='“. One Hundred Fifty Years of History, 1835-
. 1985, selected the swamp gas story as one

. of its most memorable and historic head-
lines. This is a copy of the front page, dated
March 25, 1966. Ann Arbor, Michigan, is the
closest city of size to the Dexter gas event

A few examples of political cartoons
which appeared in papers across the
country and poked fun at the Hynek
explanation of swamp gas being the
culprit in the Michigan sightings.

These examples were obtained from
the files of The Center for UFO Studies
(CUFOS) located in Evanston, lllinois.

UFOs Come To Michigan

A week before the Dexter UFO event there
were reports from Michigan citizens and
police officers in three different counties of
objects moving at fantastic speeds, hovering,
climbing and diving. One report cited a police
officer having a UFO approach his squad car
to within seventy-five feet, causing his police
radio to stop functioning. Some of these were
far better UFO reports for the press to focus
on than what had been reported in the Dexter
case. But it was the latter case, along with the
Hillsdale case, that captured the attention of
the press and the nation at large.

While in Michigan, Hynek was met by hordes
of reporters. He donned boots and sloshed
around in the swamps. He rode with police
and described a scene of “near hysteria” as
people reported seeing UFOs and squad cars
chase about after fleeting lights in the sky.

He later noted, “The scene that greeted me
was one of utter confusion, much like the
crowd that gathers around the scene of a cat-
astrophe, or perhaps it might be likened to a
circus, with many rings in full action.”(4)

With this chaotic situation in full swing, and
the press calling for an explanation, the Air
Force ordered that a news conference was to
be held on March 25, only five days after the
Dexter sighting. Hynek was the man of the
hour and also the man on the spot. The news
conference was held at the Detroit Press Club
located in Detroit.

The News Conference

Hynek’s instructions were to release a state-
ment about the cause of the sightings.

As Hynek later said, “It did me no good to
protest, to say that as yet | had no real idea
what had caused the reported sightings in the
swamp. | was to have a press conference,
ready or not.”

Hynek then offered a possible explanation for
the sightings. Hynek described the properties
of swamp gas, which he said he learned
about from a University of Michigan profes-
sor. He pointed out that decaying vegetation
can create certain gasses and, under certain
circumstances, ignite and cast a flickering
flame. He pointed out that the light can

flicker out in one place and suddenly appear
in another place and that this can create the
appearance of motion. No heat is felt, there
are no burn marks, no smell, and the lights
can burn for extended periods of time. There
may be popping sounds.

Hynek repeatedly said that his explanation
was not, “a blanket statement to cover

the entire UFO phenomenon”, and that, ‘1
cannot prove in a Court of Law that this is the
full explanation of these sightings”.

As it turned out, a press conference was not a
place for scholarly discussion of the proper-
ties of swamp gas. Hynek later would remem-
ber the scene as chaotic. “Everyone was
clamoring for a single, spectacular explana-
tion of the sightings. They wanted little

green men. When | handed out a statement
that discussed swamp gas, many of the men
simply ignored the fact that | said it was a
‘possible’ reason. | watched in horror as one
reporter scanned the page, found the phrase
‘swamp gas’, underlined it and rushed for the
telephone.”

The next day newspaper stories generally
reported that swamp gas was the real culprit
in the Michigan cases and that swamp gas
could explain other UFO cases as well.

The story was generally greeted across the
country with laughter, ridicule, and derisive-
ness. Hynek would leave Michigan, as he
later said, “as quickly and as quietly as |
could”. »
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Results Of The News COniere e

ﬂ Some Michigan citi-
zens were outraged at
the swamp gas expla-
nation. They put pres-
sure on Michigan
Congressman Gerald
Ford (later President

- Ford) to call for an
open Congressional hearing on UFOs. Ford
criticized the USAF’s handling of the investi-
gation in his home state, saying that the pub-
lic deserved a better explanation than what
had been offered. On April 5, 1966, the first
open Congressional hearing on UFOs was
held before the House Armed Services
Committee. It lasted only one day with only
three witnesses being called, one being Allen
Hynek. Hynek made a number of remarks
before the committee and also suggested that
“a civilian panel of physical and social scien-
tists....examine the UFO problem critically for
the express purpose of determining whether
a major problem exists”.

Hynek had made this suggestion more than
once before. He thought that a panel of civil-
ian scientists should be appointed to take a
new and fresh look at the UFO issue and
there is evidence that Hynek wanted very
much to be a part of any future governmental
study of the UFO phenomenon although his
appointment never did come about.

Yolume 3

The Committee thought an independent study
group a good idea. The Air Force supported
that idea seeing a possible chance to get out
of the UFO business, something they had
sought to do since the late 1950s. The Air
Force took the lead in openly seeking a uni-
versity to contract for an investigative study of
the UFO question..

Visit With The Former Sheriff-Doug Harvey

In doing research for this article last year, |
sought out the former county sheriff, Doug
Harvey, to get his views on the 1966 case. |
found him living in a community not far from
me. We met over breakfast. Harvey was 72,
robust, and energetic. He has retired from law
enforcement and now owns and runs several
driver education testing businesses. He was
friendly, open, and willing to talk.

“My men saw something that night and I'm
positive what they saw wasn’t swamp gas,”
he told me. He was also sure that Hynek did
not view the police report which is detailed
herein.

The former sheriff described how he took
Hynek to the Mannor residence so Hynek
could look over the terrain. Later they
returned to the sheriff’s office. “We sat for a
while and talked,” Harvey recalled. “Hynek
admitted he didn’t know what all those people
had seen out at the old Mannor farm. That’s
when the phone call came in,” Harvey

said. “The dispatcher stepped into the office
and said Dr Hynek, you've got a call from
Washington.”

Harvey said Hynek stepped out of the office
to take the call. Returning moments later,
Hynek looked perplexed and a little pale, “It's
swamp gas, it's swamp gas they saw,” Harvey
then quoted Hynek as saying.

22

Most of the literature surrounding the case
suggests that Hynek got the swamp gas idea
from a University of Michigan chemistry or
botany professor who called Hynek about
swamp gas being the possible culprit. Hynek
reported the same in some of his writings.

However, the Washington phone call, if it did
indeed take place as Harvey described,
strongly suggests that direction on this matter
was coming from a high government source.

Phone Conservation
With Ron Manor

| made contact with the younger Mannor who
lives in a nearby town not far from where the
original sighting occurred. Ron’s father,
Frank, had passed away some years earlier.
The short interview was conducted by phone.

| explained to Ron that | was doing an article
on the episode which took place in 1966.

Ron immediately said he did not want to dis-
cuss the case and that it was something

he wanted to forget. Nonetheless, | did man-
age to engage him in conversation about it
for several minutes. He emphasized that what
he and his father observed on that March
evening was an actual object and not a
gaseous substance like swamp or marsh gas.

It didn't happen quickly.
There were delays and sev-
eral major universities
turned down the invitation
to accept a contract. These
included such prestigious
institutions as Harvard, the
University of North Carolina,
The University of California,
and the University of
Massachusetts. There were
few who wanted to get
involved with such a controversial
and, some said, disreputable topic.
Other academicians branded the topic
as not being “respectable” for a univer-

sity study.

However, on October 6, 1966, Thurston

- Manning, Vice President at the

— University of Colorado in Boulder, signed

~ acontract with the USAF for a “Scientific
Study of Unidentified Flying Objects”.

TEOR R L T report would eventually become

known as the Colorado Project or the
Condon Report named after the project
director Edward Condon.

Condon was a confirmed nonbeliever in the
UFO phenomenon and said so on several
occasions. His negative attitude had a major
impact on the final report, released in October
of 1968. It has generally been shown to be a
whitewash of most of the UFO field.

After the sighting the press and hordes of
people had descended on the Mannor
residence. For a time after the incident, he
said, cars were often parked nightly on both
sides of the dirt road for hundreds of yards in
either direction with people tromping about.

Sometimes, he said, a carload of “religious
freaks” would drive by and yell things like
“you are sinners” and “youre going to hell”.

Ron said that one night the family heard
noises on the upstairs roof. The senior
Mannor came out of the house with a loaded
shotgun to find two men had placed a ladder
against the front of the house and were
attempting to get into a second story bed-
room. Frank Mannor ran them off

This photo was taken close to the old
Mannor residence, which no longer
exists. The exact location could not be (£
located due to a reconfiguration of the ,
roads in the area over the nearly 40 X
years since the incident. Note the radio
telescope dish (operated by the N
University of Michigan) located just
above the tree line in the middle of the
picture. It appears almost cloud like.
Hynek quickly dismissed the dish as
the cause of the swamp gas sighting
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The Life Magazine Article

On April 1, 1966, Life Magazine, published an
eight page article titled “A Well-witnessed
Invasion by Something”. This was less than
two weeks after the Dexter swamp gas event.
On page 29 of that issue the Mannors' sight-
ing was specifically detailed.

Unfortunately, the flavour of the piece (It was-
n't no hullabillusion’, said the farmer) was
slanted toward poking fun at the Mannors’
experience. Here are the last three para-
graphs of the Life Magazine page which
detailed the Dexter event:

Back by Frank Mannor's house the road
jammed up with the cars of the expectant;
one man scraped away at a violin for an hour
in the hope of summoning creatures from
outer space and another blinked a light in
what he described as a “pi code” which he

promptly. Ron also took
more than his share of rib-
bing from friends and
acquaintances.

In my attempt to get several
photos of the old Mannor
residence as it might look
today, | discovered that the
roads have been reconfig-
ured over the nearly 40 years
since the swamp gas event
and the old place where
Frank Mannor raised 10 chil-
dren no longer exists.

mEE A WeN-witnessed\‘lnvasion’—by Something

1.

From Australia to Michigan, a
flurry of eerie UFD sightings

believed to be
the key to inter-
planetary
understanding.
Mannor grew
more indig-
nant by the
hour.

“People are
trying to make
afanatic out
of me,” he
complained.
“They was
still tramping
around here
at 3 o’clock
this morning
and look at
them now.
They say,
‘How much
money are
you going to
make off
this?’ That's
crazy. |

‘It. wasn't no hullabillusion,”
said the farmer and 52 agreed

don’t want

no money. | didn't want no publicity in the first
place. | dont want none now. 'm just a simple

fellow. But | seen what | seen and nobody’s
going to tell me different. That wasn't no old
foxfire or hullabillusion. It was an object.
Maybe it’ll come back if all these people
would stay away and we could get a picture
and have verication of it. Anybody wants to
give me a lie-dector test I'll take it.”

- Life Magazine, April 1, 1996

Leona, his wife, was more succinct: “We aint
Martians they act like you're not human or
something because you seen it. I'm about to
get a gun and shoot some of these smart
alecks if they don't stay the hell away.” »
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The “Good” Doctor

Allen Hynek, in my mind, deserves the title
“grandfather of ufology”. While he began as a
true Phillip Klass type debunker, he had the
sense to see that there was indeed some-
thing more than ordinary, earthly explanations
to some of the hundreds upon hundreds of

Project Blue Book

UFO reports that came his way over the
years. After Project Blue Book closed in 1969,
and the U.S. government was publically out of
the business of UFO investigations, Hynek, in
1973, launched his own investigative UFO
organization: CUFOS. This worked differently
from other UFO organizations of the period
such as the National Investigations
Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP).

Firstly, CUFOS, headquartered in Evanston,
lllinois, had a telephone hot line available to
police agencies across the country. And sec-
ondly, when a UFO report was phoned into
CUFOS headquarters, and if it looked promis-
ing, the report would be passed along to an
investigator in that particular state or area.

In late 1973 or early 1974, | saw Hynek in an
interview with U.S. TV talk show host Dick
Cavett. Hynek explained the purpose of his
newly formed UFO group and | was immedi-
ately moved to write to him. | was appointed
as an investigator with CUFOS for the state of
Michigan a few months later.

Before Hynek died in 1986, | had met with him
several times, often at UFO conferences. He
was often accompanied by his wife Mimi who
became actively involved in CUFOS opera-
tions. Hynek was always pleasant, easy to
talk with, and a true gentleman.

| heard him speak numerous times and |
often marveled at how he would show one
political cartoon after another which made fun
of his 1966, swamp gas explanation. The
audience was often left howling with laughter.
But then, getting serious, he would go on to
talk about some of the most perplexing cases
that had come his way during his career. He
would point out that science needed to take a
closer look at the UFO phenomenon and not
so readily dismiss the topic. It is the 1966
Michigan swamp gas case that is Hynek’s
most remembered UFO investigation and it
made an impact on the evolution of his think-
ing from debunker to supporter of UFO scien-
tific investigation.m
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Strange object
over Leeds

Darren, a Post Office worker in Leeds,
West Yorkshire, was on his way to work
on Sunday morning, 28 December 2003,
just before 8am. Living in Bramley, a sub-
urb of the city, Darren was driving down
Armley Road close to the prison. Looking
towards the south-west of the city towards
Morley, he noticed in the distance, a
strange object in the early morning sky.

He described a shapeless object, dark in
colour with no visible lights or audible
sound (he was in his car at the time). “It
was sort of like an eighth moon with a
piece missing, it just looked really odd
and | felt as though what | was looking at
was not normal.”

The sighting only lasted for a short time
as Darren had to turn off the main road to
get to his office, and on this part of his
journey the view was obscured by build-
ings.

However, before losing sight of this
strange object Darren saw an aircraft
(could have been a helicopter but it was
too far away to be sure) approach the
shape “as if it was checking it out”.

On arriving at his place of work Darren
scoured the skies but could see nothing.

Whatever Darren had seen left a lasting
impression of strangeness with him.

BETTY HILL
INTEIWIEW

The advertised

interview with

Betty Hill will

appear in the

March issue of

UFO Magazine.

Betty is 80

years old, she ,

has lung cancer and Chrlstmas

was a busy time for her. | must

admit though when | spoke with

her in December she sounded

nothing like her 80 years. She

asked if we could conduct the

interview early in the New Year

and our correspondent KT.

Frankovitch who is a personal

friend of Betty’s has agreed to

conduct the interview for us.
Russel Callaghan
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| have been fortunate over the years to visit
many air shows especially the International
Air Tattoo held at RAF Fairford here in the
UK. These affairs are exciting, noisy and

colourful but | have never observed anything

as depicted in these two images | discov-
ered on NASA.gov
hitp://microgravity.grc.nasa.gov/
outreach/airshow01/show.html

Look at the title of the page on microgravity.
| wonder how that relates to the content of
what is basically a collection of pictures
taken at the Cleveland Air show in 2001.

I recall Jaime Maussan bringing some
alleged UFO footage from a south American
air show to one of his UK lectures. It too had
aircraft performing a display but just hung
there, above the main show area, was a cir-
cle of smoke, it stayed there for the duration

of the recording which was several minutes.

To my knowledge it was never explained.

Well here is the
phenomenon
again on NASA’s
website, the cap-
tions read ‘spe-
cial effect over air
show’ and
‘smoke ring left
by airship’.

Now you would
think an airship
at an air display
would be worth
photographing
especially has it's
alleged deposit
has caught the
attention of the
photographer.
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Check out the link above, there’s not a sin-
gle airship in sight.

And talking of airships, take a look at this
design from 21st Century Airships below.

| dare say that would cause the phones to
start ringing at UFO Magazine if it flew over

Yorkshire.
Russel Callaghan




Mystery

‘Orbs’
©
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PHOTOGRAPH ‘ORBS’

Gary Hart responds to the many articles
recently featured regarding ‘Orbs’.

He believes he can both explain and
demonstrate how the effect is produced.

The ‘Orb’ phenomenon, as
seen in recent issues of UFO
Magazine and on many ‘Ghost/
Supernatural’ websites is, in my
opinion, a simple case of out of
focus photographs.

| did a personal study several
years ago and proved to myself,
using both stills and video cam-
eras, that 99% of ‘Orbs’ are out
of focus dust or water particles.

These substances, when pho-
tographed in certain conditions,
create the classic circular
shaped image with detailed con-
centric rings seen in so many
images.

The technical term for this phe-
nomenon is an ‘Airy Disc’; it is a
common visual effect for those
who work with complex optical
systems.

Try this test example and film
your own ‘Orb’:

Standing at the side of your
camera looking sideways on to
the area that will be illuminated
by the camera flash, take a test
shot.

You should see tiny particles of
dust etc. illuminated by the cam-
era’s flash. These may appear in
your photograph as ‘Airy Discs'’
or may not. But the phenomenon
can occur because the particles
have been so brightly illuminat-
ed by the flash. The focus point
of the camera will be set on
some distant object, so anything
between the camera and the
focal distance is either selected
by the operator or set automati-
cally by the camera and will be
out of focus by varying degrees,
hence some ‘Orbs’ are bigger or
smaller than others in the same
shot.
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‘Orbs’ only appear in flash pho-
tography. No ‘Orb’ will be visible
without the use of a flash.

| believe some examples of
‘Orbs’ were snowflakes. If you
get the opportunity this winter
take some pictures of snow
falling close to the camera lens,
both during the day and at night.

Also, take test shots of rainfall
and ice crystals from thrown
snow that can be visually seen
to fall within an inch of your
camera lens using a flash. You
should film ‘Orbs’.

Don't take my word for it - prove
it for yourself. ‘Orb’ photos and
similar phenomena claimed by
some to be something special
should be proven genuine
before any claims are made.

Such proof must be understand-
able, repeatable, and duplicable
— in other words be able to prove
why ‘Orbs’aren't created by the
techniques described above.

The apparent sharpness of
‘Orbs’ actually proves what they
are: out of focus reflections of
the camera's own flash light. In
the UFO field, ‘Orbs’ seem to
have generated wild misinterpre-
tations of what is actually taking
place.

Gary Hart

Some time ago while out on a
hike, John Williams an electron-
ics engineer and resident of
Albuquerque, New Mexico,
stumbled across a strange and
intriguing object that has both
puzzled and baffled him ever
since. Having done much
research trying to identify this
‘odd’ object, John has even put
up one hundred US dollars of
his own money to the first per-
son who can convince him just
what this object is.

As you can see from the pho-
tographs John kindly sent to
UFO Magazine the object is in
fact a rock, butit’'s a rock with a
difference. Carefully inserted
into the solid body of the rock
and protruding from the surface
are what appear to be three
metallic connectors. The con-
nectors definitely seem to have
been placed accurately within
the rock, but for what purpose?

John has often wondered about
the rocks origin. Could it be a
man made object, could it be
something from an ancient civil-
isation or could it be a relic from
an alleged UFO crash?

Although he admits that he is
an engineer, and has no geolog-
ical qualifications, he suggests
that the rock appears to be
quartz and feldspar granite, and
it is very hard. It’'s approximate
size is 61mm long, 38mm wide
and 22mm high, excluding the
pins. The embedded compo-
nent is 8mm diameter and the
pins stand 3mm high with a
spacing of 2.5 mm.

The pins have been tested for
electrical conductivity and an
ohmmeter gave a reading of
either very high impedance or
open circuit. The underside of
the rock is slightly magnetic and
the edges of the rock show slight
fluorescence under a standard
black light (ultra violet lamp).

No part of the rock glows in the
dark or feels unusually hot or
cold. It weighs in at 2.5 ounces
U.S. and nothing rattles about
inside the rock.

John is not prepared at this
time to identify the exact loca-
tion where the rock was discov-
ered but explains that he was
out hiking, trying out some of
his electronic sensing equip-
ment when one of his instru-
ments suggested a signal was
coming from beyond an area of
thick bush.

John was wearing shorts and
hiking boots so it was a painful
exercise to get to where the
rock was discovered. It wasn’t
just lying there though, he felt it
first with other rocks under his
feet and had to pull it out of the
ground, about two inches high,
because it was covered in
baked mud. It was only on clos-
er inspection that the three pro-
truding pins were noticed.

The bushes around the find
were undisturbed and are of a
kind that lives for many years so
who knows how long the rock
could have been lying there.

John Williams is not a man who
would be easily fooled, he is an
engineer who has also designed
and built testing equipment so
this is not just ‘acting on a whim
or making wild allegations’ -
some research has been done.

You can read more on the back-
ground of this story on the inter-
net and you can also read the
rules applying to the $100 prize
offered by John (http://www.tsc-
global.com/petradox.htm).

There have been some sugges-
tions as to what the rock might
actually be, these range from
dinosaur implants, reptile keep-
ers egg warmers or alien heal-
ing stones.

Who knows what the origins of

the rock really are.

| would suggest though from
what | can see in the pictures
that the connector looks like an

XLR plug. This is something
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music or advertising message
without looking too conspicu-
ous. Remember it was proved
magnetic in tests carried out by
John and the ohmmeter read-
ings could confirm a magnetic
coil of high impedance (a loud-
speaker).

| don’t want to be a party poop-
er here and | don’t want to claim
the $100 reward but UFO
Magazine is about research and
investigation and in this busi-
ness if you don’t act on your
instincts you can get caught
out. | am not suggesting to
John that | think anything unto-
ward is being presented, but
has an amplifier output ever
been connected to the Rock?
Why do | suggest this?

Take a look at this advert from
MP Sales and Distribution,
Ontario Canada.

<

A final comment
from UFO Magazine
The component part of the
rock seems is cored out of the

actual rock, it appears that however it

was fixed it was done well. So well in
fact that if a repair of some description
was required it would be basically
impossible and the rock connector

would be rendered useless i.e. throw

away, maybe that’s what
happened here.

Real rock music.

Russel Callaghan
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Amazing UFO/ET

Flying Disks, Cattle Abductions, Alien Encounters,
all reported hundreds of years ago just like today.
Isn’'t it amazing how things tend to stay the same?
In this chapter | have compiled similar reports
from today, as well as from history. sy Jim tickman

First an eyewitness report of a flying disk
from 1290 AD...

‘While the abbot and monks were in the
refectorium, a flat round, shining, silvery
object (discus) flew over the abbey and
caused the utmost terror.’ 1290: Byland,
North Yorkshire: from William of Newburgh's
Chronicle.

Next, early reports of a ‘flying saucer’ from
just down the road in Texas...

On the morning of 22 January 1878, John
Martin, a farmer living six miles south of
Denison, Texas, spotted a fast moving dark
object high in the southern sky. When it
passed overhead, he saw that it was the size
of a ‘large saucer’. It continued on its way
and was soon lost to view. In recounting the

It was the size of a car tyre; about 30 cm
high, with a rounded top that rotated and a
pivot between the base and the top. It took
off very fast. Later the faces and arms of the
boys became red.

July 29, 1952 Enid, Oklahoma - Sidney
Eubank went to the Enid police station and
told Sergeant Vern Bennell that an enor-
mous disk had buzzed his car as he drove
between Bison and Waukonis on Highway
81. The rush of air made the car leave the
road while the object flew west very fast.

March 19, 1958, Moscow, USSR - Near
Moscow, a large, disk-shaped object was
seen on the ground. Itrose in a spiral
motion, then took off and was lost to sight.

Eyewitness Cases

Note: | spent many hours at George AFB
(Air Force Base) back in the 70’s, nice
place for a UFO...

May 1, 1952. George AFB California, 10:50
a.m. Witnesses: three men on the arms
range, plus one Lt. Colonel 4 miles away.
Five flat-white discs about the diameter of a
C-47's wingspan (95°) flew fast, made a 90°
turn in a formation of three in front and two
behind, and darted around, for 15 - 30 sec-
onds.

As many of you know, you just don’t mess
with an Oklahoma Trooper...

July 5, 1952. Norman, Oklahoma. 7:58 p.m.
Witness: Oklahoma State Patrolman
Hamilton in State Patrol airplane. Three dark
discs hovered and then flew away, silhouet-
ted against a dark cloud. 15 seconds.

July 27, 1952. Wichita Falls, Texas. 8:30
p.m. Witnesses: Mr. and Mrs. Adrian Ellis.
Two disc-shaped objects, illuminated by a
phosphorus light, flew at an estimated 1,000
m.p.h. for 15 seconds.

Inside were six strange looking beings jab-
bering in a foreign language. These beings
suddenly became aware of Hamilton and the
others. They immediately turned a search-
light on the farmer, and also turned on some
power, which sped up a turbine wheel (about
30 ft diameter) located under the craft. The
ship rose, taking with it a two-year old heifer,
which was roped about the neck by a cable
of one-halfinch thick, red material.

The next day a neighbor, Link Thomas,
found the animal's hide, legs and head in his
field. He was mystified at how the remains
got to where they were because of the lack
of tracks in the soft soil. Alexander Hamilton’s
sworn statement was accompanied by an
affidavit as to his veracity. The affidavit was
signed by ten of the local leading citizens.

Next a reported aerial battle with UFOs in
1917...

GERMAN FIGHTER ACE RED BARON
SHOT DOWN A UFO IN 1917!

BONN, Germany - The flamboyant fighter
pilot known as the Red Baron not only shot
down 80 enemy planes for the Germans
during World War | - he also was the first
human in history to gun down an alien
spaceship!

That's the fascinating claim of former
German Air Force ace Peter Waitzrik who
says he watched in astonishment as the
deadeye fighter pilot shot a UFO with undu-
lating orange lights out of the sky over
Belgium in 1917. Then, Waitzrik said, he
stared in disbelief as two bruised and bat-
tered occupants of the downed craft climbed

from their
spaceship and
scampered off
into the woods
- apparently
never to be
seen again.

“The Baron
and | gave a
full report on
the incident
back at head-
quarters and
they told us
not to ever
mention it again,” the feisty, 105-year-old
retired airline pilot recently told a reporter.

“And except for my wife and grandkids, |
never told a soul. But it's been over 80
years, so what difference could it possibly
make now?” The aging Waitzrik said he and
Baron Manfred von Richtofen - the
renowned Red Baron - were flying an early
morning mission over western Belgium in the
spring of 1917 when the UFO suddenly
appeared in a clear, blue sky directly ahead
of their Fokker triplanes. “We were terrified
because we’d never seen anything like it
before,” recalled the easygoing great-great-
grandfather of five.

“The U.S. had just entered the war, so we
assumed it was something they'd sent up.
The Baron immediately opened fire and the
thing went down like a rock, shearing off tree
limbs as it crashed in the woods. Then the
two little baldheaded guys climbed out and
ran away.”

Waitzrik said he
assumed the glittering
silver spaceship was
some sort of enemy
invention until the fly-
ing saucer scare that
began in the late
1940s convinced him that
his buddy had shot down a UFO.

“The thing was maybe 40 metres (136 feet)
in diameter and looked just like those saucer
- shaped spaceships that everybody’s been
seeing forthe last 50 years,” the awed old-
ster said. “So there’s no doubt in my mind
now thatthat was no U.S. reconnaissance
plane the Baron shot down, that was some
kind of spacecraft from another planet - and
those little guys who ran off into the woods
weren't Americans, they were space aliens
of some kind.

“You know, sometimes | wonder what ever
became of those guys, anyway.”

“Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity; and I'm not sure ahout the universe.” -

event, a local newspaper remarked, “Mr.
Martin is a gentleman of undoubted veracity
and this strange occurrence, if it was not a
balloon, deserves the attention of our scien-
tists”. Denison Daily News, January 25,
1878.

More flying disks from Jacque Vallee’s The
Maginoia Files:

Habbebishopsheim, Germany - An American
soldier saw a disk-shaped object come down
rapidly, oscillate, and land. The site could not
be found in the dark. The event took place
35 km northwest of the town.

June 21, 1947 Spokane, Washington - Eight
disk-shaped objects, each the size of a house,
were seen flying at 1000 km/h. A civilian

woman stated that the objects fell with a dead
leaf motion and landed before ten witnesses
on the shore of the Saint Joe River in Idaho.

April 8, 1950, River Road near Amarillo,

Texas - David, 12, and Charles, 9, Lightfoot
saw a disk land behind a hill and touched it.
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Next, a few of the lesser know flying disk
incidents that can be found in Project
Bluebooks 701 Unknown’s file...

July 8, 1947. Muroc Air Base, California,
9:30 a.m. PDT. Witnesses: Ist Lt. Joseph
McHenry, T/Sgt Ruvolo, S/Sgt Nauman,
Miss Janette Scotte. Watched for an unstat-
ed length of time while two disc-shaped or
spherical objects - silver and apparently
metallic- flew a wide circular pattern, and
then one of them later flew a tighter circle.

March 20, 1950. Stuggart, Arkansas, 9:26
p.m. Witnesses: Chicago & Southern Airlines
Capt. Jack Adams, First Officer G. W. Anderson,
Jr. One 100' circular disc with 9 -12 portholes
along the lower side emitting a soft purple
light, and a light at the top which flashed 3
times in 9 seconds, flew at not less than
1,000 m.p.h. It was seen for 25 - 35 seconds.

April 6, 1952. Temple, Texas. 2:59 p.m. 50-
75 grey-white discs changed position within
formation continually, tilted in unison every

12 - 15 seconds during 3.8 minute sighting.

Jan 1, 1955. Cochise, New Mexico. 6:44
a.m. Witnesses: instructor and student pilot
in USAF B-25 bomber/trainer. A metallic disc,
shaped like two pie pans face-to-face, and
120 - 130? in diameter, paced the B-25,
showing both its edge and its face, for 5-7
minutes. Only item in case file was in sum-
mary form.

Next, here’s a cattle abduction report from
April 1897. Some still call it a hoax...

In a sworn statement dated 21 April 1897, a
prosperous and prominent farmer named
Alexander Hamilton (Le Roy, Kansas,
U.S.A) told of an attack upon his cattle at
about 10:30 p.m. the previous Monday. He,
his son, and his tenant grabbed axes and
ran some 700 feet from the house to the
cow lot where a great cigar-shaped ship
about 300 feet long floated some 30 feet
above his cattle. It had a carriage under-
neath which was brightly lighted within (a diri-
gible or gondola?) and which had numerous
windows.

= U Sightings and Experiences

RATHFARNHAM, IRELAND

Brian J. Dwyer reports...

| have always considered magazines such as
UF0 Magazine cater for those who wish to live
out their fantasies. My attitude however has
hanged dramatically because of an experience |
had on Monday, 3 November 2003.

| was driving from Dublin to Wexford on that day
and the time would be around 5pm. It was a
beautiful evening, the sun had only just gone
down below the horizon and there wasn't a sin-
gle cloud in the sky, but the remaining daylight
made it impossible to observe any stars at this
time.

| observed two airliners through my car wind-
screen, one following the other. It was their con-
trails that first caught my eye illuminated by the
setting sun.

Then, away to the left of the aircraft, another
bright object caught my attention. | stopped the

Albert Einstein

car to get out and have a closer look. | had a pair
of binoculars in the car and grabbed them.

What | saw was an object, as large as life, and a
shape | had never seen before. It was stationary
and it
looked
to me
like a
typical
flying
saucer. |
gota
good
view, so
much
so, | was
able to
draw
what |
clearly observed. | watched the object for about
15 seconds and then it just gradually faded away.

The two aircrafts’ crews must have seen the
object as well.

NEAR ALTON, HAMPSHIRE

Ashley Martin writes...

Around 5.40pm on Tuesday, 9 December 2003, |
was standing in our sitting room, looking out the
window towards the wood which runs along our
property, when | noticed a white circular light in

the sky, several feet above the treetops.

Already, | have had two UFO sightings, both over
our property, and have video footage to prove
that they exist, therefore | know the difference
between aircraft and UFOs.

| watched the light for a while, expecting it to
move away, but it didn't, it just remained in a sta-
tionary position. There was no discernable sound
and no coloured flashing lights which a normal
aircraft would have. Neither was it a firework, a
flare, a shooting star or a comet or meteorite.

After a while | decided to drive over to the wood
to have a look, but by the time | got there the
light had disappeared. My mother, who had also
seen it, thought it was a bit odd. Did anyone else
see this?
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By Phil Kirk

Sometimes when a UFQ incident
occurs one gets a gut feeling
that this could be something
special. The following case sent
to UFO Magazine by Minnesota
researcher Phil Kirk carries the
hallmark of a very convincing
case indeed.

The witness’s story is backed up
on three occasions by photo-
graphic evidence; photographic
evidence that passed the early
evaluation tests carried out by Phil
and by MUFON MN.

There are multiple witnesses to
the events and the local police
force confirmed that they had
nothing to do with it. Likewise, the
local airport can confirm that
there was no activity at the time of
the incident.

The key witness reported 90 min-
utes of missing time - and these
sightings are continuing to happen.
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27 September 2003,
Minnesota, USA

Something strange was about to hap-
pen in the early hours of the morning to
the witnesses featured in this case
report. They have asked for complete
anonymity and that will be respected in
this article.

The family in question have an early to
bed, early to rise lifestyle so there was
nothing unusual about the witnesses
being up and about at 5am. What was
strange, however, was the unnerving
series of events that was to affect our
witnesses.

It started off with the witnesses hearing
a strange low frequency humming
sound, describe as similar to the drone
of a distant aircraft waiting clearance to
take off.

My thoughts, as the investigator, were
could this be an early sign of tinnitus,
the hearing complaint. But a quick

check in the medical reference books

revealed that this would not be the case.

Tinnitus only affects the high frequency
hearing range resulting in the affected
person hearing a constant whistle or
hissing sound.

¢ Blue Fairy inc

What our witnesses described was a
sound at such low frequency that you
could feel it, and also a feeling of being
watched but the witnesses saw nobody
or nothing. Even the family pets seemed
disturbed, possibly by the sound.

Having gone outside into the street to
try and find out where the sound was
coming from, our witnesses noticed an
illuminated object in the early morning
sky. One witness, being an avid photog-
rapher, had the presence of mind to
grab a camera on the way out in order
to capture anything of interest and pos-
sibly associated with the noise.

The witness described what happened:

“Having gone outside it was a cool dry
morning, the sun was yet to rise but
away in the distance, above a densely
wooded part of the neighbourhood, was
a strange light just hanging in the sky.”

The area where the object was seen is a
combination of hills and prairie with a
number of the large lakes that the state
of Minnesota is famous for.

jent

The closest airport is some 200 miles
away from the sighting zone and the
nearest military establishment along
with a nuclear power facility is over 100
miles away. Although there is a local
landing strip suitable for light aircraft
about 15 miles away, a quick check of
the aero club’s logs showed no activity
during the hours of darkness.

| checked with a local law enforcement
official who made it clear that no police
personnel or vehicles were anywhere
near the vicinity of the UFO sighting. An
important piece of information as some
sceptics have suggested police vehicle
lights in local woods to be responsible
for the sighting.

The witness described the event as “The
Blue Fairy Incident”. The sighting lasted
around 15 minutes and many pho-
tographs were taken (pics 1 - 6).

The object, although steady in the sky,
had appeared to move around itself
(some may say morph). But from an
analysis of the photographs, the object
appears to have structure and to be
solid in construction.

The witness could only “best guess” the
times involved but the case gets even
stranger from this point onwards.

A |
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Ihe biue Fairy Incinent

The next thing the witness remembers is These sightings were reported to Brian

waking at 06:45. If we account for 15 Vike, of HBCC UFO research, who co-

minutes as the duration of the sighting coordinated the Minnesota MUFON

we are left with 90 minutes plus of miss- group to help the witnesses and make

ing time. computerised enhancements of the
original photographs.

Confused by the events the witness got

out of bed - and couldn’t help but notice The photographs were shot on a

an object passing across the sky. This Hewlett Packard 320 digital camera.

object was made up of ‘Orb’ like lights MUFON in turn worked on the pho-

and our witness counted 30 of them all  tographs and concluded that they
moving in different directions, some in showed very little sign of lateral or verti-
formation, some solitary (pics 8 & 9). cal movement of the camera; they are a

very good quality sequence of pho-
This phenomenon was also pho- tographs of what appears to be a very
tographed and the witness said it was real object.

obvious that “these were being intelli-
gently controlled”. As the objects moved These sightings were not one off events;
they changed colour from a dull metallic they are still ongoing with a further

grey colour to a bright glowing red. sighting on November 8 and the latest

taking place on November 30. (pics 10 &
Our witness explained that a movie 11) One witness has also suffered nose-
camera would have shown the move- bleeds and found marks on their person
ment. following the sightings.

Comments from those who have seen Since these reports were made, other
the images have suggested a blurred witnesses have come forward to confirm
moon or police car lights. Well, our the same “Blue Fairy” hovering in the
research cleared the police vehicle asa skies above mid-western Minnesota.
culprit and, as for the claim that it is a

blurred moon shot, take a look at the For personal reasons the witnesses
streetlamp in the same photograph, no wish to remain strictly anonymous, and
movement or shake is visible. also strongly wish to retain copyright on

all photographs that they have taken,
including those that you see here.

Although still confused by the events
they witnessed, they also firmly believe
that the separate sightings we see
around the world are not separate
events, but are a gradual build up,
with the ‘main event’ somewhere in
our future.

Brian Vike of HBCC UFO
Research can be contacted
at hbccufo@telus.net

Phil Kirk can be contacted
at pjkirkO3@msn.com

All rights reserved and
copyright acknowledged

e CORRESPONDENCE

ROD CAPTURED IN
‘JOURNEY' FOOTAGE?

Thank you for the January 2004 edi-
tion...superb.

My wife Julie purchased me a Bush
dvd video/tv for Christmas and, at long
last, also got me the entire set of ‘Hard
Evidence'.

You can imagine my excitement.

Importantly, (after probably twenty hints
on my part) | also received the dvd of
‘The Journey’ (though | had written to
Santa just in casel).

| mention the manufacture of my dvd
player (Bush), as it allows you to use the
pause/still button on the remote con-
trol, and access 24 frames per second.
Not only can you view all 24 frames
individually, but you also have a facility
to zoom in and magnify each frame,

My reason for this contact concerns
The Journey and to draw attention to
what is either a cigar shaped object of
enormous size, or the largest “rod” cap-
tured on film. It was not mentioned in
the dvd, as Anthony Woods was focus-
ing his camcorder on a daylight disc.

In the dvd, there is a recording date of
16 July 2001, which shows a light travel-
ling across the screen in broad day-
light.

At precisely 8:41:20 as displayed on
the screen itself, the light drops out of
sight.

| was watching the dvd for the first time,
and felt sure something else flashed
across the screen at that same time.

If you play back the dvd at that precise
time, you will note the cigar or rod |
refer to.

Itis only captured on three frames
(frames 8, 16 and 24) within the 24
frames within that one second duration.

The size and speed are awsome.

| thought | would pass this on to you
and my fellow subscribers, and perhaps
you or Anthony Woods would like to
comment in one of your future issues?

Keep up the good work!
Brian Vincent

For detailsof o
how to order
‘The Journey’ ‘. |

see page 43 &"’ﬁ'ﬁ

More correspondence on page 78+
e
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By Philippa Foster

R st

he ‘Contactee Close Encounter
Resource Network’, better known as
CONCERN, has been steadily gather-
ing pace since its creation by Mary
Rodwell earlier this year. It has truly been a
team effort and now has many ‘Buddies’ and
‘Therapists’ affiliated with it. The ‘Buddies’
are experiencers who will talk with other
experiencers who need to discuss their
encounters with someone who understands
what they are going through. And the
‘Therapists’ are qualified in areas such as:-
Clinical Hypnotherapy - for people who want
regressions for ‘missing time’ incidents,
Counsellors - for people who have suffered
the traumatic aspects of some encounters,
and Spiritual Healers - to help people whose
psychic faculties have been activated by their
experiences. See CONCERN details below.

It has been a real rollercoaster of a year for
all ‘concerned’. For me it will always be inter-
twined with the tragic loss of Graham
Birdsall. At the conferences we attended to
help launch CONCERN, and at the seminars
we gave to find people for the Therapist and
Buddy lists, we saw a real outpouring of
grief at his loss. It was as if it had torn the
heart out of UFOlogy. But we also saw the
emergence of a gritty determination, where
people were coming together as a unit to
ensure the world of UFOlogy would survive
his loss and continue the incredible work done
by Graham and all at Quest Publications. Much
support was shown for Graham'’s family,
Russell Callaghan and the team who were
ensuring the magazine continued despite
their great loss.

Thanks to them we have been given all the
evidence we need to prove that UFOs and
Extraterrestrials are visiting this planet and
interacting with humans, regardless of
whether ‘the powers that be’ admit to it.
Detailed, scientific evidence now exists,
courtesy of so many brave souls who’ve put
themselves on the line for this subject, giv-
ing help to those at the sharp end of these
phenomena, namely the Experiencers.

Being a part of CONCERN has highlighted
for me just how many people are dealing
with the UFOlogical reality in their lives.

Reassuringly, many people have encounters
that are benign and instructive, although
strangely these are often dismissed by peo-
ple as being too whimsical. Then there are
the single encounters which seem to be acci-
dental glimpses of ET craft going about their
business, whatever that might be! And sadly
there are the abduction cases, which are
incredibly hurtful and intrusive, and can have
a devastating effect on the abductees.

In relation to this, two particularly striking
lectures | attended this year were by Budd
Hopkins (pictured) at Glastonbury Symposium
and Derrel Simms at Yeovil. The reason |
mention them is that both felt it important to

pmencers find their voice

stress that some ETs are bad news, and |
understand why they felt they needed to say
this, even though it is not what people want-
ed to hear. Most people would still prefer to
believe that all ETs are here to enlighten us,
and although | personally believe that some
are, clearly some are not. Unfortunately our
fear of accepting this truth may be hindering
our ability to develop a realistic response. It
also makes me wonder if this is the reason
the ‘powers that be’ endlessly stall on the
release of information about UFOs and ETs.
Do we need to demonstrate our ability to
accept the full truth about the ET reality, in all
its forms, before they reveal it publicly?

What the abductees and contactees have
shown me, is that the human spirit is an
incredible thing, and people can and will sur-
vive this revelation, and even grow from it. |
believe it would be a blessed relief for every-
one if this cat were finally let out of the bag.
The sufferers of the worst attacks wouldn’t
have to suffer in silence. Those who have the
wonderfully benign encounters could share
their stories without people’s eyes glazing
over, as they normally do.

Those in high places could finally be relieved
of the karmic burden of lying to us for so
long. And everyone else could say - Yeah, |
knew it all along”, like they always do after
the event. Surely a win-win scenario all
round!

So we are at an amazingly poignant time in
the history of UFOlogy, where we have so
much information at our disposal, and yet we
may actually balk at what it has to tell us. But
if we turn away from it | believe we miss out
on the best adventure humanity could wish
for. According to ‘The Assessment’ (courtesy
of Command Sergeant Major Bob Dean),
there are more than twelve ET races visiting
this planet, so the law of averages dictates
that we should find some amongst them that
we like! The Contactees themselves have
mixed feelings about their ET visitors, but
nearly all would say they now couldn’t imag-
ine life without the ETs, because of the pro-
found effect it has had upon them. But no
matter what the future brings, this year has
at last given a forum for the experiencers to
privately discuss their own experiences
amongst themselves, and that is a real
breakthrough.

For further information or support from
CONCERN contact:-

One-to-One Buddies for experiencers:
Email: concern.north@tiscali.co.uk
Professional Therapists and Support:
Philippa and Alan Foster:

Tel/Fax: 01458 860 543
Further information about CONCERN:
Email: concern@smartgroups.com
Website: http://www.smartgroups.com/groups/concern

Scientists freeze
beam of light

Physicists say they have brought light
to a complete halt for a fraction of a
second and then sent it on its way.

Harvard University staff held a
light pulse still without taking
away all of its energy, the journal
Nature reports.

Controlling the movement of light
particles - so-called photons - to
store and process data could
lead to the development of quan-
tum computers.

In a 2001 experiment, light pulses
were briefly stored when particles
of light were taken up by atoms
in a gas.

The Harvard experiment tops that
achievement by holding light and
its energy at a standstill.

Light speed

Light normally travels at about
299,000 kilometres per second
(186,000 miles per second), but it
slows down when passing
through some materials, such as
glass.

The team fired a light beam,
called a signal pulse, through a
sealed glass cylinder containing a
hot gas containing atoms of the
element rubidium, illuminated by
a strong ray of light known as a
contrcl beam.

While the pulse was travelling
through the rubidium gas, the
researchers switched off the con-
trol beam, creating a holographic
imprint of the signal pulse on the
rubidium atoms.

Earlier experimental methods had
then switched on a single control
beam to recreate the signal
pulse, which then continued on
its way.

On the puise

However, in this latest study,
researchers switched on two
control beams which created an
interference pattern that behaves
like a stack of mimrors.

As the regenerated signal pulse
tries to continue on its way
through the glass cylinder, the
photons bounce back and forth,
but the overall signal pulse
remains stationary. The light
beam was essentially frozen.

The researchers were able to
keep the photons

trapped like this for

about 10-20

microseconds.

The research was
conducted by

Mikhail Lukin,

Michal Bajcsy

and Alexander

Zibrov of the

department of

physics at Harvard
University, Cambridge, US.

Quantum Leap

Mr Bajcsy said that a distant
application of controlling light
would be in powerful quantum
computers.

"In [quantum computers] you
would have to transfer the infor-
mation from photon to photon to
photon. And in order to do that
you have to make the photons
interact with each other such that
you control it very precisely," he
told BBC News Online.

Professor M. Suhail Zubairy, a
physicist at Texas A&M
University, said the Harvard
team's achievement was a signif-
icant step forward in the emerg-
ing area of quantum computing
and quantum cryptography.

Quantum cryptography might
provide very secure forms of
electronic encryption, because
the process of eavesdropping on
an electronic message
would introduce errors
O in the message,
garbling it.

"This would
allow you to
exchange a
key on a public
channel, but
whereas any
Mikhail classical system
can be broken by
an eavesdropper, in
quantum cryptography

you would always find out if

someone was looking at your
message," Professor Zubairy told
BBC News Online.

CREDIT: Paul Rincon

BBC News Online science staff

~ Alien Odds Cut
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William Hill have cut their
odds about official confirma-
tion of the current existence
of intelligent extraterrestrial
life being forthcoming by the
UK Prime Minister before the
end of 2004 from 500/1 to
100/1.

RUSSIA:
UFO MOBILISES
CIVIL DEFENCE

MOSCOW, 29 (ANSA) -
Russian Civil Defence
authorities sent a helicopter
to the Russian Siberian
region of Kemerovo, whose
inhabitants claimed having
seen an unidentified flying
object which gave the
impression of having “land-
ed".

25 December 2003

Regional authorities quoted
by the Itar-Tass news
agency explained that in the
early hours of December 26,
residents of the city of
Gurievsk followed the
manouveres of a UFO for
over half an hour. The
object, which had the
appearance of a fireball,
eventually fell to earth.

According to eyewitness
accounts, no explosions
were heard, nor were any
reports of fires or toppled
trees received, as seems to
occur whenever a meteorite
is involved.

SOURCE: ANSA News Agency

Mysterious Red Light Prompts Coastguard Scramble

14 November 2003
Coastguard rescue teams were
scrambled after a strange red
light was reported off the coast
of Stonehaven on the evening
of November 13 2003.

than sorry, but it now appears as if the light
may have been a shooting star”.

t follows the sighting of three mysterious
bright red star-like objects seen over the air-
port earlier that morning. An Aberdeenshire

A report was received of what was thought to be a
red distress flare over the water off Garron Point
near Cowie just after 7pm. Two maritime Rescue
International Lifeboats were launched and the coast
guard search team were called but found no sign of
a boat or swimmer in distress.

Calls were made to Aberdeen Airport and The Royal
Navy who confirmed neither were aware of any
flares being released. A coastguard spokesman
said: “ In these cases it is always better to be safe

man who was travelling from Old Meldrum to the
airport just after 5:30am noticed what he described
as “three bright red lights” in the sky. His sighting
was backed up by employees at the airport, who
were also baffled by the sighting. The man, who
asked not to be named, said: “I have never seen
anything like it, it's the first time | have witnessed
something so spectacular.”

“It wasn’t a plane because two of the lights didn’t
move and the third did move position-and it had

changed position again when | arrived at the airport.

It was really unexplainable because | don't think a
plane or helicopter could move that fast.”

He mentioned the sighting to staff at the airport. By
this time there was only one light visible. One
employee said “It just looked like a bright star but it
was red, it was also lower in the sky than you
would expect to see a star plus no other stars were
visible in that part of the sky.”

The Met Office have ruled out any meteorological
link. A spokesman explained if visibility had been
poor the particles in the air could have made the
lights look brighter but he said: “It was certainly not
a weather phenomenon.”

Thanks to Brian Harwood of
Mastrick, Aberdeen for this report.




A Night To Remember!

UF0 Magazine joins the Dana Centre for a UFQ dehate

uesday 9 December 2003. Venue,

the recently built Dana Centre,

pronounced ‘Dana’ as in Scully.

No connection intended, | don’t

think. Situated on prestigious
Queens Gate, South Kensington, London,
along side the Science Museum, this hi-
tech, multimedia, user friendly venue is a
pleasure to visit. Brightly decorated and
well lit one could refer to the centre as a
‘modern day speak easy’.

Guests are welcomed at the box office
where they are shown to a lower level
café bar. An assortment of drinks - hot,
cold, hard and soft - are available along
with snacks. An ideal place to sit and
chat. ‘Talking science’ is part of the cen-
tre’s mission and the café houses giant
video screens at either end with four top
quality video projectors beaming themes
from the day’s event, plus advertising for
the Dana Centre’s own forthcoming
attractions. Guests can relax above the
bar on the mezzanine area, and make use
of several high speed internet equipped
computers.

Events take place in the two 80-90 seat
studios and again state of the art facilities
are ever present. Audiences are invited to
interact with the lecture presentations via
a special key pad that enables voting,
Q&A etc. No phone a friend though and
definitely no coughing will be entertained,
a joke. The whole experience is designed
for interactivity between audience and
presenters and works very well.

There are plenty of friendly staff on hand
and events are co-ordinated by a ‘facilita-
tor’ complete with headset, mike and a
cute Edinburgh accent. It’s all very pro-
fessional and the centre and its staff pro-
duce an atmosphere that will encourage
discussion and debate on many topics.

This all sounds great, so what on earth
could go wrong in a venue so new and hi
tech? Well nothing technically, but to say |
was disappointed was a bit of an under-
statement.

The aim of the presentation was to dis-
cuss the reality of the UFO phenomenon
and, in order to test the water with the
paying audience, we were polled as we
entered the theatre before three guest
speakers delivered their thoughts and
opinions on the subject.
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The guests were author and presenter
John Deveraux (Earth Lights), Nick Pope
(MoD) and Professor Chris French
(Psychologist). John Deveraux cited
some good examples of earthlights, but
then went on to try and convince the
audience that we all suffer from muddled
memories and that this suggests that
even the best witnessed cases might not
be as reliable as we believe. Prof. French
is heading a study into alleged alien
abduction (funded to the tune of EU35,000
- not a lot compared to some research
grants but a lot more than the UFO sub-
ject on the whole is used to). Chris stuck
with his beliefs that sleep paralysis and
temporal lobe stimulation are responsible
for most abduction claims and that when
properly investigated all UFO cases
appear solvable. Nick Pope was the sub-
ject’s only true believer to present his
views and did on more than one occasion
politely disagree with his fellow guests.

Prior to the event UFO Magazine was
asked to provide a selection of UFO clips
that would perhaps convince doubters in
the audience as to the reality of this sub-
ject. | offered my services to the Dana
Centre suggesting | could present a 10
minute film of some of the best clips and
evidence available. This was declined.
What the centre wanted was a film that
could be shown to the audience prior to
the presentations, so that’s what they got.
Incidentally, Christopher Martin also sent
a film to the organisers. | was told on my
arrival that Christopher’s tape had
snapped and they would be only showing
UFO Magazine’s DVD.

After putting in quite a lot of effort and
producing a short film that covered many
aspects of the subject, | was disappoint-
ed to find out that the audience would
only see the DVD if they chose to visit the
café bar prior to taking their seats in the
actual theatre area. It seemed obvious to
me that if you were trying to change peo-
ple’s minds about something, it would be
a good idea to share all the evidence you
have available with them. Alas no. So
really the film was a waste of time. Tony
Barker, my colleague, and | counted less
than ten people in the café prior to the
presentations, so it’s fair to say 80% of
the audience saw nothing other than Paul
Deveraux’s earthlight photographs. Such
a shame when the Dana Centre has the
ability to show high quality graphics and

John Deveraux

images
on large
screens within
the theatres as well as
in the bar.

The invited speakers presented their own
research, but in all fairness the question-
naires put to the audience were flying
saucer UFO based. The precise content
of which was missing from the presenta-
tions made.

After the three speakers delivered their
works the audience were invited to throw
questions across the floor. Most dis-
agreed with Paul and Chris, although
what they presented does account for
some alleged UFO incidents. Certain
members of the audience proceeded to

'

| s

R SN

-
¥ »,“I
i

Chris French

The cafe bar where giant
video screens show themes
from the days events

give a basic briefing on the hard factual
evidence that is available, quoting radar,
pilots, police and other hard to discount
reported cases of UFO activity.

For those believers in the audience it was
simply a case of ‘we’ve heard it all
before’. In fact | am sure if a bright blue
UFO landed in front of certain researchers
it would be the wrong shade of blue to be
convincing evidence.

Russel Callaghan
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Table 1.

If you saw a bright light moving in the sky would you think it was: Before

A UFO? 4
A figment of your imagination? 1
A natural phenomenon? 34

Have you ever seen an unidentified object in the sky?

Yes
No
Unsure

Do you think some UFOs could be extraterrestrial in origin?

Unsure

Do you think we are alone in the universe?
Yes

No

Unsure

Do you believe the government is suppressing information about
UFO sightings?

Yes

No

Unsure

If you saw a bright light moving in the sky would you think it was: Before
A UF0O? 10%
A figment of your imagination? 3%

A natural phenomenon? 87%

Have you ever seen an unidentified object in the sky?
Yes

No

Unsure

Do you think some UFOs could be extraterrestrial in origin?
Yes

No

Unsure

Do you think we are alone in the universe?
Yes

No
Unsure

Do you believe the government is suppressing information about
UFO sightings?

Yes

No

Unsure

The Dana Centre

165 Queen’s Gate
South Kensington
London

SW7 5HE
talk@danacentre.org.uk

www.danacentre.org.uk

The Herald Press, Huntington, Indiana
Sunday, January 4, 2004

The day after Christmas,
three Huntington law
officers saw something
moving through the sky
over the city in broad
daylight - but they can't
explain what it was...

hip Olinger was warming up his

car when he saw it. He radioed for

an extra set of eyes; in fact he got
two witnesses.

Greg Hedrick and Randy Hoover looked
skyward; the saw it, too. All three are
Huntington law officers, guys who have
seen just about everything. But this time,
they didn't know what they were seeing.

They’re hoping someone else might have
been looking toward the sky shortly after
2:30 p.m. Friday, December 26, and can
at least compare notes, if not provide an
explanation.

The object, seen from just north of the city
Police Station, came out of the northwest
to the steeple of the SS. Peter and Paul
Catholic Church, then shot straight back
north. It didn’t make any noise, and it re-
mained in their sight for less than a minute.

But it was big - described as the size of a
hot air balloon or a backyard trampoline -
and low enough for Olinger to think it was
going to get hung up on the steeple of
the Cherry Street church.

Normally, such an object passing over
the city would have lit up emergency
lines. But this one didn’t. No one called
911; no one called city or county dis-
patch; and no one called the State Police.

The three officers may have been the
only ones to see it. And for a few days,
they didn’t say anything about it.

“We thought people would think we’re
crazy,” Hoover said.

But now, curiosity had the better of them.
Did anyone else see it? And what was it?
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Olinger had finished
his shift at 2:30 p.m.
on the day after Christmas and was
warming up his car, parked in the lot
across Market Street from the station. He
was sitting in the car, facing north.

“It came from a long way off,” he said,
describing the sighting a week later. “First
it looked like a parachute that you can
steer, black and curved, but there was
nobody in it. It started rolling, a slow roll,
and turned upside down. Then it looked
like a giant set of bird wings. It did more
rolls, and turned into an oblong circle that
was orange.”

Olinger radioed Hedrick, who was inside
the station’s kitchen, to come out and
look. Hoover, who had just walked out of
the station’s back door, heard the radio
traffic and looked up.

“It was so big, within no time at all | spot-
ted it,” Hoover said. “When | first saw it, it
was going in a flat plane, hovering, mov-
ing slowly right toward the church.

“Then it stopped, began moving in a cir-
cular motion, and turned bright orange,

Hoover said. It went flat again, and hov-
ered over the steeple.

The officers believe the object turned
orange when it reflected the sunlight,
“like a compact mirror would if you
twirled it,” Olinger said.

Hedrick, who did not return the radio call,
told the other two that his first impression
was that it was “a tire” in the sky, but that
made no sense.

Olinger said the object changed shape
three or four times. It moved in a straight
line, tumbling as it moved, and made no
noise.

“It would glide, rotate the wide way
around, and stay at one level,” Hoover
said.

It appeared to be moving along at treetop
level, no higher than the roof of the
church. It disappeared from Olinger’s
view after it went behind the church
steeple and moved directly north.

Olinger was in the parking lot at Market
and Cherry; Hoover was walking from the
back door of the station to his car parked
at Cherry an<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>